
 



 



  

   



 



 



 



 









 



 



 



 



  

T
H
E
 
W
H
I
T
E
 
H
O
U
S
E
 

| 
W
A
S
H
I
N
G
T
O
N
 

  



 



 







 



 





 





 



  

ON CIO RES. NO. 25 (Page 31) 

THE NUMBER 1 CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUE IS SENATE 

RULE XXIIe 

In recent times, we have had much easy, breas 

   

    

  

yoffice, reel off their endorsement of these lon 

overdue items of economic and political justice. 

These steps toward economic and political 

justice are literally of life-or-death importe- 

ance for Negroes and other minoritiese They hav 

been often promised and, to date, never dudsivaz 

delivered by Congresse Because they are so 

important, endorsement, year after year, is 

considered politically mxm sure fire. 

But, unless the American people face up to 

the facts of life in the United States Senate, 

noble talk about how much we love civil rights 

will get us nothing. It will wear thinner the 

patience of millions of members of minority 

groups whose hopes have been knocked down . 
Pe oa a 2 
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again and again by a minority that has set 

aside majority rule and substituted rule by 

the veto of a minority in the United States 

to the hard fact that ALL civil rights legis- 

lation-- and much other liberal legislation-- 

4s doomed to defeat as long as Senate Rule 

   
XXII is allowed to stand. 

And Senate Rule XXII was designed, intende 

and ana written to stand forever, to bind all 

future Senates to the end of time to control 

by the veto power of a monopolye 

Talk about a mere Rule sounds dull and 

technical and unimportante 

The enemies of civil rights planned it 

that waye 

The enemies of FEPC want it to stay that 

Way e 

The friends of the poll tax want it to 

stay that waye 

The defenders of lynch terror want it to 

stay that waye 
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These anti-democratic forces don't care 

how much and low long the friends of civil rights 

cry out for and demand FEPC, anti-poll tax and 

anti-lynch legislation-- now that they have Rule 

XXII-~- so long as wazaoxamtxax the American peopl 

do not act effectively to gpt rid of Rule XXII. 

Any candidate for public office who talks 

about civil rights and does not talk about Rule 

XXII is either kidding himself or is trying to 

kind members of minority groups and Americans 

generallye 

What is Senate Rule XXII? 

This is the wholly unconstitutional rule 

that fastens rule by the veto power of a minority u 

upon the Senate of the United States. 

Was adopted Mar. 17, 1949 by a coalition 

of Nepublicans and Southern Democratse 

Dt says that, to break a filibuster, 2/3s of 

the 96 members of the Senate must be present and 

voting-- all 64-- must vote to limit debate. 

In other words, a minority of 55 Senators-- 

1/3-plus-one-- can block action, bring our whole 

Federal governmant to a halt. 
 



  

The enemies of majority rule do not even 

I) need to be present or vote. They can vote NO 

by simply being absente 

  

By using the threat of a filibuster, to 

the manority can and does kill some bills and 

weaken and delay others. 

This veto power is mmxused not only 

against civil rights bills, but against all 

legislatione 

Every bill-- every bill demanded in our   legtutubionzdemandedx resolutions at this 

  

concention-- must run the gauntlet of this power 

ful minority that has violated the intent and 

the very letter of the Constitution by putting 

over this Rule XXII on the American people. 

But Rule XXII is worse than that. 

The coalition that put over this Rule 

wrote in a Clause 3 that says that there can 

never be any Limitation of debate whatever on 

a motion to take up a proposed cange in this 

or any other Senate Rule. 
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This is not only uncontitutional; it is 

legislative madnesse It reminds many people of 

the vain boast of Hitler that the Heich would 

last for a thousand yearse 

It is not going to stande 

This Nation can not tolerate this constitu 

  
tional crisis very long in these dayse 

Not only is the denial of economic and poli 

political justige intolerable; the scandal of 

denying in practice what we preach about demo- 

cracy and equal opportunity abroad is too great. 

Rule XXII is unconstitutional; it must 

be set asidee 

It CAN be set aside whenever, asd as soon 

AS, the American people fully understand its 

meaning and prevail upon the Vice President and 

a clear majority of the members of the United 

States Senate to set it aside as a flagrant 

violation of the Constitutione 

The new Senate of the 83rd Congress will 

clearly have the power to adopt its own Ru lese 
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If the Vice President, as presiding officer 

of the Senate, so holds, and if his interpretatio 

is upheld by majority vote of the Senate, the 

Senate can then proceed to adopt a new rule 

provinding for the Limitation of debate whenver 

a majority of those present and voting so votee 

Starting now, we/begin to bring home to 

our members and to all the American people the 

real meaning of Rule XXII, the fact that it 

is a roadblack that has been set in place to 

trap FEPC and other civil rights legislation down 

in the fazxerndxzx dead end of filibuster alleye 

The Noe 1 civil rights issue now and in 

1952 is the setting aside of Rule XXII and the 

establishment of majority rule in the United 

States Senatee 

Let us launch a demand now, in voting for 

this resolution, that both major political parties 

and their candidates clearly and unequivacally 

pledge themselves to this simple plank in their 

1952 platforms: 

Set Aside Rulez XXII; establish majority 

   



This is the way to get down to brass 

tacks on the civil rights issue in the field 

of legielation. 

In the meantime, let us intensify our dem 

demands that President truman, by executive or 

order, re-establish FEPC covering defense 

enploymente Ever since Korea, the CIO has 

been urging the issuance of auch an ordere 

But, so great is the power of the 

minority rule over all legislation, inc luding 

defense bills and approrpriations, that excuses 

have been made for delay, again and againe 

President Murray and I have urged, within 

the Defense Mobilization Advisory Board, the 

available manppower. This demand is again on 

the agenda fomr our Nove 18 meeting. 

We will cotninue to fighte But all of 

CIO and the A,ericang people must get inte, this
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