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UNITY of two great unions is symbolized as UAW President
Walter P, Reuther (left) and IAM President Al Hayes raise

handclasp in greeting delegates to the joint aircraft conference.
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Local Active in G apital
For More Jet Plant Jobs

f

:,)ifcraft, missile and related electronics workers’ conference in Kansas City, Mo
@ - e - ’ X
irector E. T. Michael (right) administered the oath of office as Region 5 Director Ted ‘Hawks

Region 8

;lsesft)(,)r:ool:led :‘llk The new Martin Council officers are (left to right) Ken Hopkins of Local
, Orlando, Fla., secretary; John Alden, Local 738, Baltimore, Md., preside

: » Ppresident;
Local 766, Denver, Colo., vice-president. . S ent; and Joseph Ivy,

WASHINGTOI\_T——The startling impact of one plant’s lack
of W?l'k on an er;tlre community was spelled out for government
officials here recently by representatives of UAW Local 324

of Kansas City, Mo.

Two-thirds of the local’s
membership have been laid off
at the big Westinghouse jet
engine plant in the Missourl
city, Local 324 President Frank
Tucker pointed out. “That’s
2500 skilled and semi-skilled

people who don’t have jobs,” he

added.

And even in a slack years
such as 1958, added Julius Fra-
zer, chairman of the local’s full
employment committee, the
Westinghouse plant did busi-
ness amounting to $4,568,000

Star Praies UAW
Fight for Jobs

KANSAS CITY, Mo—The
Kansas City Sfar rarely pats
labor on the back, but it
praised UAW editorially re-

cently for the union’s fight §

for jobs. ~

Referring to Local 324’s
sessions with government
officials in Washington as
“an example of direct labor
action,” the Star editorial
spelled out the effect of the
}oss of jobs on the commun-
ity. It added that in this
case especially, the interests
of the union and the com-
munity were identical.

“Obviously, the union
wants to protect its own
membership which 1is  en-
lightened self-interest, the
kind of self-interest that
builds a community,” the
newspaper editorial added.

with a total of 423 small Kans-
as City area firms.

“As work goes down at the
plant,” he said, “more and more
of that is lost to the commun-
ity.”

Accompanied by Region 5 Di-
rector

Ted Hawks, Joseph

Heads Council
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UNANIMOUSLY ELEC
president of UAW’s Douglas
Inter-Corporation Council is

Otis Womack (above), presi-

dent of UAW Local 1093,
Tulsa, Okla. Womack, 44 and
a tool-and-die maker, suc-
ceeded Dale Smith of Local
148 as council president.
Richard E. Lowry, president
of Local 243, was named
vice-president and Alex
Groulx of Local 148, financial
and recording secretary.

Tuma, assistant director of
UAW’s National Aircraft De-
partment, and Assistant Re-
gional Director Kenneth Wor-
ley, Tucker and Frazer met
with Senators Stuart Syming-
ton and Thomas Hennings and
with Missouri Representatives
Richard Bolling, William Ran-

‘dall, W. R. Hull and Charles H.

Brown to stress the urgent
need for new defense contracts
for the Kansas City plant.

They pointed out that about
1,300 production and mainten-
ance workers are employed at
the plant now, compared with
the 5,000 in 1954.

“We are greatly
we will lose the company,” Fra-
zer said. “The plant has orders
for only 12 jet engines a month
and that contract is due to be
leased out in 1960.”

Tuma expressed UAW’s con-
cern over the trend toward
concentration in awarding de-
fense contracts. Hs noted that
more than 70% of the nation’s
aircraft contracts now go to
just six giant companies.

Hawks also urged that more
work be located inland to pro-

vide maximum safety in the

event of an emergency.

Meanwhile, delegates from 144
AFL-CIO unions to the Greater
Kansas City Central Labor
Council also acted to urge more
work for the area. A council
resolution gave complete sup-
port to the efforts of Local 324,
Region 5, and the International
Union to obtain more contracts
for the plant.

“We have the know-how, the
facilities and the skilled labor
force,” said William Dressman,
Local 324 vice-president. “To
allow any of these to waste
away through lack of work
doesn’t just hurt the workers
or the company — it hurts
everybody.” '

Only Third of

NeedyGetting

Surplus Foods

concerned

WASHINGTON—Representa-

tive Leonor K. Sullivan (D. Mo.)

h_as urged adoption of a na-
tional food stamp plan to re-

place the present distribution -

of surplus foods which she
branded a “crime against hu-
manity.” _

Author of a bill to provide for

distribution of up to a billion

dollars a year in surplus foods,
Mrs. Sullivan told the House
Committee on Agriculture the
commodities are supplied to
only one-third of those receiv-
ing public assistance.

Her proposal would involve
distribution of surplus {resh
fruits and vegetables not under
price supports. The Eisenhower
Administration repeatedly has
opposed the food stamp plan in
the past.

Union Helps Gal
Get to College

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—A pret-

ty, 19-year-old teacher-to-be
appeared before UAW regional
and local union officers here
this month to thank the Kan-
sas City UAW Officers Council
for the scholarship paying her
way through college.
- She is red-headed Nancy
Coulter who will enter her sec-
ond year next month at Kansas
State Teachers’ College, Em-
poria, Kan.

A graduate of Rosedale High
School in Kansas City, Kan.,,
M1ss Coulter is majoring now
in home economics. “I want to
thank you for myself and for

- your interest in education,” she

told the UAW meeting.

Unregistered?
Union Gals
Changing That

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — When
voting lists here showed only
10% of this city’s 18,000 union

‘members registered to vote, the

Charlotte Labor Council decid-
to do something about it.

The result is, since June 3
group of 40 union women have

‘been checking thousands of

prospective voters a week to
make sure they register so they
can cast their election ballots,
Richard E. Lowry, president of
UAW Local 243, said.

“The women doing that work
are union members themselves
or they come from union fami-
lies,” said Lowry. “They make
house calls to drive people to
the registration office, or fol-
low through to see if a person’s
promise to register has been
Kept. *

“We’ve been having one
light vote after another in
elections here,” he added.
“The people who were doing
the voting, by and Ilarge,
weren’t working people: they
came from the so-called aris-
tocratic end of town and
stood for programs that were
out-and-out anti-labor.

“The 62 local unions in the
labor council here felt that
helped give rise to the entire

state attitude which has had a

lot of publicity as a result of
the textile workers’ strike at.
Henderson.” -

Rockford, Ill.
plant there.

wage dispute.
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to work” law.

court.”

Company Fears Court
May Repeal Work' Law

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.— A compan

AL , And. — y lawyer here has
opposed bru}gn}‘g a .plcketlng case into federal court be-
cause, he said, “it might repeal” Indiana’s so-called “right-

And when Federal Judge Willlam E. Steck ]
tempqrary _injunction against the Gwaltney CBrloetrhéissuggn?
structhn firm, the Indianapolis Star declared the decision
was “viewed as virtual invalidation” of the statute

~ Actually, the federal Injunction—prohibiting the con-
trac!:or f_rpm gppealing to ‘the state courts in a case in-
volvmg picketing by the Marion County Building Trades
Council—may remain in effect only until Judge Steckler
decicées.t vyhether the federal court has jurisdiction.

ut in arguing against the temporary or

attorney John D. Raikos told Judé)e Stgcklgre:r’ “(;({) &paﬁ%
being asked to blaze a brand-new trail of law around state
law and repeal the right-to-work low by decree of this

However, Judge Steckler noted, no evidence ]

, _ , of violence
ha.d been submitted. Without violence, he said, no question
exists of whether the state can exercise its police power,

= and the National Labor Relations Board has jurisdict:
=:'.lllIllIllllllIllllll|IllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIEIIIIIIIIIiSIIII?I}fIII.IIIﬁICIIIIIﬁﬁIII(I)IfIIIiIIIE

Hit By Layoffs, Local
Fighting for More Jobs

HAGERSTOWN, Md.—This usually thriving area is like a man

suddenly clobbered in the pit of his stomach.

its wind and fight back.

It’s trying to get

The blow has been unemployment at the huge Fairchild Air-

craft plant here where almost
2,000 members of UAW Amal-
camated Local 842 are out of
work.

From a peak of more than
10,000 workers in 1956, employ-
ment at the plant has dropped
to about 4,800 now. The lay-
osf;fs have been progressing
since early 1957, George Smith,
president of the local, said.

“Because this is a small
community, the existence of
the company and the existence
of the community are insepar-
able,” he added.

The layoffs had a wracking
effect on the Hagerstown area
where Fairchild even now is
the major employer, E. T.
Michael, director of UAW Re-
gion 8, pointed out.

“.When the biggest employ-
er in the area has heavy lay-
offs instead of jobs, it means
people—and healthy budgets
—Start moving out rather
than in,” Michael explained.
“That begins affecting other
companies and businesses
and jobs, too.” |

Spelling out the drastic im-
pact of layoffs here, Michael
and Smith detailed the blows
to the community’s economy
and to the morale of laid-off
workers Dbecause unemploy-
ment has stayed heavy.

“It isn’t just a matter of the
peap_le and the community los-
ing income,” Smith said. “It’s
a matter of what this does to
the morale of families, of men
and women and children who
haven’t enough money to move
even if there were a job to
move to, and to the hopeless-
ness they all begin to feel when
there just is no work to be
had.”

Michael, Smith, and other
UAW International,
and local officials have pushed
steadily to try to get more
work for the Fairchild plant.
“We’ve had meetings with ev-
eryone who could possibly
help,” Smith said.

“Since Fairchild has been
engaged mostly in production

[

regional -

of government work, we quite
naturally have looked to the
government for more contracts.
We've presented {figures to
prove we can do Air Force work
efficiently and at lower cost.
And we’'ve been trying to inter-
_est the government in replac-
iIng outmoded equipment with
modern places that would mean
contracts and jobs for this
plant.”

Michael added the UAW
representatives also have
stressed that the bulk of gov-
ernment aircraft and missile
contracts have been going to
about five or six giant corpor-

ations . “The smaller procduc-

ers eilther are turning into

subcontractors or withering

on the vine,” he said.

- Meanwhile, Hagerstown 1is
supporting the union’s {fight
for more jobs. It wants to
come back.

Local Gives

Labor Books
To 5 Schools

ORLANDO, Fla.—This city’s
five high schools each has its
own copies now of “Labor’s
Bookshelf,” the gift of UAW
Local 788 here.

The five books that make up
the “bookshelf” set were pre-
sented to each school in behalf

- of the union by Kenneth Hop-

kins, Local 788 president.

“The membership okayed the
gifts after we’d learned none
of the material the youngsters
were getting at school gave a
balanced picture of labor
‘unions,” Hopkins said.

“We were skeptical at first
about how the idea would be
received, since Florida is a
‘right-to-work’ state, but the
school principals were enthusi-
astic about getting the books,”
he added.

.

are members of Local

L'I‘he UAW local has been on stirike since June 4 at the J. I. Case farm equipment

5 = ocal preSI.dent Harold Ogden said wages at the plant are from 30 to 68 cents
ow other UAW-organized plants. Both sides now are meeting in an attempt to settle the
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“Every Ford worker is perfectly aware,” two engineers
commented the following year, ‘‘that he is under constant
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