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IT'S TIME FOR UAW MEMBERS
T0 TAKE UP THE OFFENSIVE
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UNITED AUTOMORILE WORKER

i 948 Loot Is Counted

In 1948, according to the President’s Economic Report, some |

American manufacturing industries nsed wage increases ‘‘as an
excuse for raising prices unnecessarily, thus resulting i wider

profit margins.
winner in this category.

The auto industry is the national first prize-

No other industry so effectively .exploited the consuming

public in 1948. Holding a halo

of respectability above its head

with one-hand (called press relations), the industry lightly
picked our pockets with the other hand.

In this top-profit year of Amer-®

ican history when “achievement of
new peak records in production
and sales, coupled with higher
prices for manufactured goods, led
to a new peak record in the dollar
volume of profits” (according to
the President's Report) — profits
after taxes for all corporations
rose to 10 per cent on net worth,
the auto industry reported profit
after taxes of 20 per cent on net
worth, 100 per cent ahead of the
field.

Y In the third quarter of 1948 (the
last period for which summary
data are reported), the auto indus-
try profit rate topped each and ev-
ery industry in the nation. It even
nosed out the profiteers in the
lumber and wood products indus-
try who were doing their best to
milk house-hungry consumers of
every available dollar,

According to Iron Age:

“The auto industry is pardon-
ably proud of its success in at-
tracting and increasing share of
the consumer’s dollar.”

The auto industrialists are not

redfaced over gouging operations|.

in 1948. They are not in hiding: in
fact, they are beating their chests
over their performance.

Listed on this page are the rates
of net earnings on investment
(profits after taxes) of representa-
tive companies in the auto, auto
parts, and agricultural implement
industries.

The immenseness of these rates
of return can be best appreciated
Yy comparing them with rates of
return with which we have some
acquaintance. Take Hudson’'s 28.1
per cent return in 1948 for ex-
ample. If you received this rate of
return on a war bond, instead of
getting 3100 for 38750 after ten
years (the actual rate), you would
receive almost $892.

WEAKEN ECONOMY

What these huge profits do to
the economy cannot be exactly
measured, but it is clear their chief
effiect is to weaken the economy
by restricting the purchasing pow-
er of American consumers. In 1948
“most income gains obtained
through increases in incomes and
reduction of taxes were lost
through high prices,” according to
the President’s Report.

“The report tells the story: “Prices
in manufacturing industry increased
in general more than the increase
in costs, including wages, during
the year.” The auto industry made
its contribution toward stifling a
full employment and full produc-
tion economy by cutting purchas-
ing power through repeated price
1ncreases.

AGAINST PUBLIC INTEREST
It is this anti-social and uneco-

COMPANY
Auto

Chrysler
General Motors
Hudson

Auto Parts
Borg-Warner
Eaton Manufacturing
Electric Auto-Lite
Timkin-Detroit Axle
Timkin-Roller Bearing

Body

Briggs Manufacturing

Murray Corporation

Agricultural Implement

J. 1. Case
Caterpillar

Massey-Harris
Minneapolis-Moline

* Profits for nine months.
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** Annual rate based on nine

In Millions of Per Cent of
Dollars Net Worth
89.2 274
S 1 29.5
13.2 28.1
20.1 31.1
15.1 24.0
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6.5 14.8
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months’ profits figure.

nomic feature of huge profit rates
which make them the concern of
every citizen. Excessive executive
and corporate incomes in the in-
dustries under our jurisdiction are
not of themselves important; what
1Is important is the fact that these
profits reflect a policy of price-
gouging which is directly opposed
to the public interest.

The 1948 profit record of the
auto industry is a continuation of
the post-war program of American
business. The first project in this
program was to relax controls of
scarce materials. This encouraged
hoarding of scarce materials, tight-
ening of production bottlenecks;
business was then successful In a
rapid sequence of political moves.
It got repeal of the Excess Profits
Tax, but retained the privilege of
reclaiming, under the carry-back
tax scheme, profit taxes paid dur-
Ing the war.

This rapid-fire dollar-polities put
business in a powerful position at
the bargaining table. Major indus-
trial leaders refused to negotiate
wage demands until they forced
their workers out on strike; then
they swung the big club. With pro-
duction crippled, with their gov-

ernment-paid strike funds (tax re-

Ea]ifornia Auto Plants 100%
UAVW Following Nash Election

funds) to cover their losses, the
big corporations bludgeoned the
government into submission to their
next demand—the end of price con-
trols.

Business agreed to end the pa-
ralysis of the economy (which it
had intentionally brought about)
only in exchange for the scuttling
of price controls. Government paid
the ransom: within the first six
months of 1946, Big Business was
again “free” from government price
restrictions.

That’s when prices really began
to skyrocket. The immediate ef-
fects of this reborn “free enter-
prise” was a decline in the living
standard of the majority of Amer-
ican families. This was clear to
everyone in 1947.

MERCILESS GOUGE

But there were still more profits
to be had through price increases
— more people still had wartime
savings — people who had no cash
could get credit—so American busi-
ness jacked up its prices again and
again throughout 1948. Higher
profits, which belie the corpora-
tions’ claim that price increases
were needed to offset wage in-
creases, were the result of this un-
relenting policy.

As statistics on the year come
rolling in, other results are ex-
posed. It is rapidly becoming clear
that consumer purchasing power,
cut by high prices, is inadequate to

— $

1948 PROFITS AFTER TAXES

i

April, 1949

Auteo Industry Tops Them All in
Year’s Profit-Grabbin

Spree

Ford’s Token Price Cuts
Leave Profits Untouched

Announcement early this month of trifling reductions in
Ford, Lincoln and Mercury cars and trucks by the Ford Motor
Company brought the following comment from UAW President

Walter P. Reuther:

"“The token price reductions announced by the Ford Motor
Company Sunday are made possible, as the company says, by
savings in material costs and other economies resulting from the
improved supply of materials which were in critical shortage
during most of last year. The hand-to-mouth operations made
necessary in the past by material shortages, steel in particular,
raised abnormally the unit cost of produection. It is also true
that when supply was critical, automobile and part suppliers, in
order to maintain schedules, paid black or grey market prices

| for materials.

We in the UAW-CIO are glad
to see this gesture by the company
of passing on a part of those sav-
Ings to purchasers.

“But it should be clearly un-
derstood by the public that these
token price reductions, as well
as additional price reductions that
could be made, are possible out
of these economies without dip-
ping into the lush profits the
automobile industry has been and
is still making.

“The present unemployment sit-
uation can be met and overcome
successfully only by increasing the
purchasing power of the American

people by distributing a greater
share of these exorbitant corporate
profits to the people through price
reductions, wage increases and oth-

€r economic benefits to the em-
ployes in the industry.

“The time to take aggressive
and effective steps to strengthen
the purchasing power base of

® ———

Push Del. Program

WILMINGTON, Delaware—UAW
members are keeping their eyes on
the 115th General Assembly here.
High on the list of bills which con-
cern labor is the state anti-labor
law, which labor wants repealed.
A 3$7.50 weekly increase in unem-
ployment compensation and im-
proved pensions are also on the
CIO political agenda.

our economy is when unemploy-
ment is on the increase, Unem-
ployment is the result of the
inability of American wage earn-
ers to buy back the products of
their labor. Maladjustments in
the relationship between wages,
prices and profits can be brought
into balance only through fur-
ther price reductions and sub-
stantial wage increases and other
economic benefits to workers.”

ATTENTION:

All Sportsmen

and Fishermen!

The line of sporting goods andrﬁshing

equipment manufactured by

THE SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

of Kalamazoo, Michigan, is now
being put out by

SCABS, FINKS AND STRIKEBREAKERS

The regular workers are out on strike.
They are members of Local 3619, United
Steelworkers of America, CIO. This company
has taken every means possible to break the
strike. Its importation of strikebreakers pro-
voked a disturbance at the plant, and, as
usual, it is the union and the workers who are
being prosecuted instead of the company.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE UAW-CIO ARE

1\- n

URGED TO SHUN THIS SCAB-MADE EQUIP-
MENT. LOCAL UNIONS ARE URGED TO
MAKE IT THEIR BUSINESS TO CALL ON '
MERCHANTS CARRYING THE SHAKE-

Every auto plant in California is®

now under the UAW banner. ]404 CHARTERED

This was Regional Director C. V.
O'Halloran’s announcement March| NéW UAW members at the
Chrysler parts plant in Newark,

sustain production and employ-
ment In a number of industries.
This ‘means growing ranks of un- |
employed. It means a smaller eco-
nomic pie and a smaller share for

b 4

25 following the NLRB  election

victory at the Los Angeles Nash-
Kelvinator plant, an assembly plant
for the new Nash automobiles.

Of 340 eligible voters, 301 voted
for the UAW-CIO, 9 voted for the
International Association of Ma-
chinists, and 21 for no union. Re-
gion 6 Representatives Gayle Col-
Iins and Scelecttor Gage were in
charge of organizing the new plant.

Del., were granted a charter as Lo-
cal 404, UAW, after a recent mem-
bership drive. Out of 170 employes,
167 were paid-up members follow-
ing a 45-day drive led by plant
committeemen Roscoe Campbell,
Ray McCreary, Joe Windle and
other active unionists. A mnearly
100 per cent UAW victory is an-
ticipated in forthcoming NLRB
elections.

American workers.

The proportion of the total na-
tional product bought by consum-
ers in 1948 was down to 69.7 per
cent as compared with 74.7 per
cent in 1939. From a public point
of view, that’s going.backward, not
forward. When management says
“Our profits are good for you,” the
history of 1948, the top-profit year

in history, will prove they lie.

SPEARE LINE AND ACQUAINT THEM
WITH THE FACTS AND YOUR FEELINGS

IN THE MATTER.

Don’t Buy Scab!
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An Editorial . . .

Reactionary forces in America, reviv-
ing from the coma induced by the No-
vember 2 election results, have launched
an all-out campaign against the welfare
and living standards of the American
people.

It is a two-pronged attack, aimed at
1949 collective bargaining demands on

the one hand, and at the Fair Deal legis--

lative program on the other.

It is a scare campaign. The campaign
strategists pick out the developing dan-
ger signals in the national economy, ex-
aggerate them and attempt to paint a
gloomy picture that shows the whole na-
tion marching down the road to depres-
sion and attendant mass unemployment.
They point to the approximately three
and a half million unemployed, to slightly
declining prices, to the cutbacks 1n pro-
duction in some of the soft goods indus-
tries—shoes, textiles, clothing, light ap-
pliances.

MUST LABOR BACK DOWN?

And the conclusions they draw from
these developments are that labor unions
should trim down or withdraw their
economic demands and that Congress
must forego the much-needed social leg-
islation encompassed by the Fair Deal
program. Because, they say, these col-
lective bargaining demands and this pro-
posed social legislation are discouraging
and depressing to the Captains of Free
Enterprise. We are told, of course, on
other occasions that these same Captains
of Industry are bold, adventurous pio-
neers, whose sole concern is the welfare
of the nation and who have never a
thought for profits except as they serve
to sustain and provide for unfortunate
widows and orphans. Now they tell us
that they can’t do business very well if
they are discouraged and depressed by
union demands to improve living stand-
ards and acts of Congress that provide
human security and a stable economy.

Some of these free enterprisers have
even appeared before the President’s
Council of Economic Advisers and have
sald, 1n effect.

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKER

“The psychology of the workers will
change for the better if there is a long
line at every hiring gate, and our ability
to get greater production out of them will
improve if there is mass unemployment
outside the factory gates.”

That is the attitude of the men who
profess to be the guiding geniuses of our
vast economic machine. There can be
little question that there 1s a deliberate
campaign afoot in America to create a
partial recession so that the masters of
industry and finance can get the political

and economic advantages which they

think will flow from such a recession.

INIQUITOUS WEDDING

In Washington, the handmaidens of
economic royalty who sit in Congress
have stripped off all pretense of respon-
sibility to the people who elected them
and have shut out of their minds the
disturbing memory of November 2, 1948.
The Dixiecrats and reactionary Repubh-
cans are no longer living in sin; their
formal, though unsavory marriage was
consummated during the recent filibus-
ter.” Mr. and Mrs. Dixiegop are now hold-
ing open house on Capitol Hill. In return
for GOP assistance in wrecking the civil
rights program, the other spouse of this
new union is doing its (it is impossible
to distinguish the sex of the parties to
this marriage) best to help torpedo the
rest of the Fair Deal program. They tried
their best to emasculate the new rent bill.
They are now training their guns on ef-
forts being made to repeal of the Taft-
Hartley Act, enactment of a broader so-
cial security program, a higher minimum
wage, a national health bill, federal aid
to education and the other decent and con-
structive legislation called for by Presi-
dent Truman and the vast majority of the
American people.

TAKE THE OFFENSIVE

The only answer we of the UAW-CIO
can find for ourselves, other members
of organized labor and liberal thinking
Amerlcans outside the union movement
is to take the offensive.

CIO Slows Monopoly’s Bid
fo Return to Price Fixing

WASHINGTON—Federal Trade Commission—a government¢ - o5
agency created to get after monopolies—is under raps in Con-
It made the mistake of cracking down on
monopoly’s favorite price-fixing practice—the basing-point sys-
tem. A year ago it won a sweeping victory over the Cement

gress these days.

irust in the Supreme Court.
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T’S TIME TO SLUG BACK!

All the reasons for which we drafted

our demands in the first place and all the

reasons which made President Truman’s
legislative program necessary remain un-
changed.

As a matter of fact, all of the negative
economic facts in our economy merely
sharpen and point out more clearly the
necessity and the compelling need for the
things we are fighting for.

As President Reuther told the Interna-
tional Executive Board at its March
meeting:

“Unemployment has increased because
we haven’t got enough purchasing power
in the hands of the people. If we permit
the fact that unemployment is growing
to be used to divert us away from our
drive for wage increases and other eco-
nomic gains, then we will intensify the
forces that make for unemployment in the
first place.”

DRIFT TO DEPRESSION

And if we permit the Dixiegop coali-
tion in Congress to weaken our fight for
improved social legislation, we will be
permitting the nation to drift into the
chaos and tragedy of another depression.

The UAW-CIO calls upon its entire
membership to mobilize our maximum
strength to back up our 1949 economic
demands. We call upon them and their
families and neighbors to make known to
their senators and congressmen their
support of the Fair Deal program and
their determination to use their votes to
see that people who will support that pro-
gram are elected to office and kept in
office.

NO TIME FOR TIMIDITY

This 1s not a time for men of little faith
and less courage. It is not a time to hé~
frightened by the scare campaigns and
threats of big business. It is a time for
courageous, constructive, aggressive ac-
tion.

The officers and Board members of the
International Union are prepared to lead
that kind of fight. They ask for, and are
confident of receiving, your vigorous sup-
port.

bills were slated to go through
committee In both houses with-
out public hearings. The House
committee had already reported
its bill favorably, but when CIO
protested it agreed to hold up

“You can’t do that to us,” said?
cement, steel and other industries
which have used basing points for
years as a means of choking com-
petition and holding prices up.
joth consumers and small manu-
facturers had been pinched for
years., T'he trusts came roaring in
to the 80th Congress and got Sena- | th:
tor Capehart to hold hearings.

Their scheme was to adjust the
anti-trust law to the practices of | basing-point
monopoly. It's been done before,
1The fire Insurance companies took
a rap under the anti-trust law, so
Congress bailled them out with pro-
tective legislation, ‘The railroad|on the
rate bureaus lost a monopoly case, | pearing for the

Otis Brubaker,
search director,

the anti-trust law, Steel, ‘cement

lfhnrl made
and others now want more of the

tion of the whole
out what the

For lack of time only, Cape-
hart couldn’t jam his bill through
the 80th Congress. But he set the
stage for the 8ist. Now, under |

they are
bills,

Until

Democratie sponsorship, bills are
pending which declare a mora-
torium on Federal trade enforce-
ment actions for two years.

Congressional sponsors of these
bills claim they will not give pro-
tection to illegal conspiracies, but
industries who are behind the
scheme make clear that when the
bills pass they will go back to the
practices which the
supreme Court ruled out,
steelworkers' re-
hl‘ﬂlli:hl
facts to prove this and laid them
Senate committee table, ap-
ClO In opposition
80 Congress exempted them !'l‘urn!!u the moratorium ldea.
| an extensive

Industry boys back | This
home are doing and showed what

old tricks. But this is unlikely,

And beyond the tempdrary mora-

in '-“"alurium there 18 the clear threat
that Congress will permanently

change the anti-trust laws to le

gallze the price-fixing schemes of

+l,'.'-~1A-f AO | the big Industries. Deadline for ac-
Investiga- | tjon on this second part of the
I f“”'“];lfl'ill IS now set at July 1, 1950,
5 will get the dirty work In be-

fore November, 1950, when the

up to In backing these

ClO came anlong these

floor action. The Senate com-
mittee finally decided it had bet-
ter hold hearings. Farmers'’ Un-
lon and the Federation of Small

Business also appeared against
the bill

CIO's action and Brubaker's tes-
timony slowed up the steam roll-
er, but hasn’'t brought it to halt.
[t is possible the bills will be re-
vised so as to block the plan of
these Industries to go back to their

voters get another crack at the
Dixlegop coalition of the Blst Con-
EIess, '

“This stuff ought to be removed—Yawn!"
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" An Editorial . . .

While democracy was taking a beating in Washington dur-

ing the filibuster fight, a new kind of animal—new in the sense
of full identification, but of ancient lineage—made its appear-
ance on Capitol Hill. This freakish but altogether logical animal
was a cross between a Northern elephant and a Southern jackass.

Although its coat and marking were weird and unusunal. it was
the product of a completely happy and congenial union. What
made this animal so logical was the full community of interest
between its father and its mother.

It had long been noted that a sharp whistle and a call would
get equally quick and obedient response from both Jack and
Jumbo, when the call was uttered by Mr. Big, whose last name
might be Business, Interests or Monopoly. This Northern ele-
phant and Southern donkey have had a very close relationship
for some time; but it was when the Great Filibuster started
that they started brazenly presenting their young in publie re-
cital, proudly and mutually proclaiming its parentage.

DECLARED ALLIES

Q " Senator Taft has said publicly that “‘There is a basic agree-
ment between the Southern Democrats and the Republican Par-
ty.”" If that is true, and apparently it is, then the maintenance
of the Poll Tax laws which serve to keep these GOP allies in
the Congress is of first priority importance to the GOP itself.
The type of Southern politician now infesting the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, with whom Northern Republicans
find so much basic agreement, would either be decimated or
virtually eliminated if all barriers to free voting were done
away with. What the Claghorns know and fear is the fact that
when the day comes when they can no longer drive artificial
wedges between white and Negro, workers and farmers. they
will no longer be returned to Washington.

Meanwhile, the Northern Republicans, while still giving lip
service to their late platform on Civil Rights legislation. are
willing and anxious to give every aid possible to the Dixiecrats
in order to block the Fair Deal program.

ABOUT VANDENBERG

Senator Vandenberg in recent years has made a substantial
contribution in the field of foreign relations: nevertheless, his
position on the Barkley ruling places him with those who put
parliamentary technicalities before fundamental civil rights.
Stripped down to essentials, what Vandenberg said was this:
A rule of the Senate is more sacred than the rights of man.
Strangely enough, there were no eries of blasphemy when
Vandenberg raised the Senate Rules to equal status with the
U. S. Constitution. And the Senate is overloaded with profes-
sional Defenders of the Constitution.

DOLLAR ““DEBATE"”’

Racial prejudice has been nourished through the years by
those who made dollars out of it—not just by the Southern
Bourbons, but even more so by the big Northern and Eastern
iiterests who exploit the South and its people, both white and
black. They are neither interested in States’ Rights nor in the
sanctity of unlimited debate in the Senate. Stripped of its sham
and fraud, you will find behind the State’s Rights slogan the
real issues being defended by the Dixiecrats and their Northern
Republican allies. These issues are continuation of low wages,
sweat shop conditions and human exploitation in the unorgan-
1zed industries of the Sonth.

Opposition to Civil Rights legislation was a convenient mask
for greed—a mask that fit this new animal perfectly.

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKER
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ael Damas, co-sponsor of the FEPC
bill and member of UAW-CIO Lo-
cal 12 in Toledo, strong labor sup-
port i1s behind the Ohio campaign
for a fair practices law with teeth.
Previous bills were killed in com-
mittee. Opponents to the present
bill tried to whittle away its effec-
tiveness. Labor and liberals with
help from friendly legislators have
kept the bill from emasculation.

TOLEDO MEET

Over 25 key UAW locals were
represented in Toledo recently,
where they mapped a state-wide
campaign for fulle approval of
FEPC. They heard expert advice
from UAW and civic leaders: Mrs.
Caroline Davis, director of the
UAW Women's Bureau: William
H. Oliver, co-director of the UAW
Fair Practices and Anti-Discrimi-
nation Department; Harry Ross,
International representative, UAW
Fair Practices and Anti-Discrimi-
nation Department; Miss Vivian
Musselman, Toledo YMCA, and E.
G. Weathers, Toledo supervisor,
United States Employment Service,

BUSINESS OPPOSES

Opposition to the bill comes from
the Ohio Chamber of Commerce,
the Ohio Associgtion of Manufac-
turers, the Ohio Retail Merchants'
Association and the Association of
Small Businessmen, Even sympa-
thetic committeemen could not un-
cover evidence during the hearings
which showed unfavorable business
reaction in KEPC states. Yet Ohio’s
Tories plead they must have the
right to discriminate. Labor spokes-
men reminded the assembly that
some labor unions are discrimina-
tory and will be compelled to
change their ways under the Ohio
Act.

UAW MEMBER LEADS

Against
business

this strong array of
groups, the pro-FEPC

Filibuster time was certainly unmasking time at the Grand
Congressional Ball, |

fight was waged on the floor of

the Ohio assembly by UAW mem-

UAW HELPS BOOST OHIO
FEPC OVER FIRST HURDLE

UAW members in Ohio are turning their guns on the state
Senate. The upper chamber must approve the FEPC bill before
that measure becomes law. Labor groups last month joined with
state liberals to win FEPC approval from the Ohio General
Assembly by a ¢lose 70 to 61 vote.

Led by State Representative Mich-® —
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Caroline Davis, UAW Wom-
en’'s Dept. Director, addresses
Toledo Fair Practices Confer-
ence.

ber Damas. He reminded fellow
Democrats “it is no longer wise or
safe to make promises during po-
litical campaigns to get votes.” In
the final assembly vote for FEPC,
seven Democrats left the party,
while seven Republicans joined the
Democratic majority to pass the
measure in the lower chamber.

Damas described the FEPC meas-
ure as a model of the New York
law. It makes discrimination un-
lawful by employers, employment
agencies, labor wunions, religious
and fraternal organizations. The
bill sets up a five-man commission
with power to conduct investiga-
tions, hold hearings and apply to
any court of competent jurisdiction
for the enforcement of cease and
desist orders. Violations of such
court orders would be punishable

UAW Officials See
Dixiegops Operate

WASHINGTON —During the five-
day House Rules Committee fili-
buster on the House Labor Com-
mittee’s request for a rule to put
the Thomas-Lesinski bill on the
House floor for debate and vote,
UAW-CIO -officials here to see
their Representatives and Senators
on T-H repeal, Minimum Wage,
Housing and other items got a full
load of the Southern Democrat-
Republican coalition in action.

They saw Representatives Cox
(D., Ga.), Howard Smith (D., Va.),
Colmer (D., Miss.) teamed up with
Representative Allen (R., Ill.) and
Clarence Brown (R., 0.), Taft's
campaign manager, running a ‘“su-
per-hearing’”” on the merits of the
bill itself, over the wishes of Chair-
man Sabath (D., Ill.), who had a
minority of votes on his own com-
mittee, as has been the case for the
past four years.

They saw Representative Gra-
ham Barden (D.,  N. Car.), ranking
Democratic member of the House
LLabor Committee, follow Chairman
Lesinski’'s defense of his bill with
corny but effective undercutting of
the bill for which his Committee
and his party were asking a rule.

And they saw labor’s friends on
the House Labor Committee, in-
cluding Representatives Tom Burke
(D,, 0.), Kelley (D., Pa.), Jacobs
(D., Ind.), Bailey (D., W. Va.) pre-
sent the case for the bill so effec-
tively as to convince anyone but
an enemy of labor that it should
be reported to the floor and passed.
Unfortunately, their best argu-
ments simply supplied the anti-
labor majority on the Rules Com-
mittee with reasons for giving it
the Kind of rules that would be
most likely to beat the bill and
keep Taft-Hartley in whole or in
large part,

Comments by the UAW-CIO offi-
cials watching the coalition’s fili-

buster were more pointed than
polite.
by fine or imprisonment as con-

tempt of court.

UAW International Representa-
tives William Beckham, William
Fowler and Reuben Harper are
busy in Ohio for the UAW Fair
Practices and Anti-Discrimination
Department. They are coordinat-
ing the FEPC drive'among UAW
locals, while the department has
poured in large quantities of UAW
literature to explain FEPC,
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' GOP Finds Dixiecrat Bed Is Lumpy

WASHINGTON—“‘Get FEPC to the House and Senate floors

o
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before July 1!’

This is the goal of civil rights forces as they re-form their
lines for a counter-attack after the stunning defeat adminis-
tered by the Dixiegop coalition when, by a vote of 46 to 41, it
reversed Vice-President Barkley’s decision that Senate Rule 22
should limit debate on a motion-to-take-up-a-bill as well as on a

bill i1tself.

A test on FEPC—on democracy on the job—iS the only way to
ican Floor Leéader Wherry’s claim that

under the new amended Rule 22 it is possible to break a fili-
rights legislation. This 1s the conten-
tion of civil rights supporters who have heard the report of a
deal between Southern Demoecrats and their Republican allies
to let an anti-poll tax bill go through in order to give Republi-

cans something to eampaign with in 1950, ,
Enemies of civil rights for all: Americans won the-second

battle of Gettysburg when 23 Republicans deserted the civil |
rights cause and ecrossed over to fight shoulder to shoulder with
93 Southern Democrats in defense of the right of unlimited
filibuster against the will of the majority.

They followed up that victory®
‘FEPC is the principal reliance of

get a real test of Repuh}

buster and vote on civil

by locking it in place with a
change of Rule 22 to require a
two-thirds majority of the entire
Senate membership for cloture
(limitation of debate) on meas-
ures and NO limitation whatever
on debate over future proposed
changes in the Senate Rules. With
the aid of a majority of the Re-
publicans in the Senate, Southern
Democrats opposed to civil rights
have decreed that the clock of
progress shall stand still at five
minutes to 12.

Here - is the battle cry of the
victors as stated by Senator George
(D., Ga.) in opening the debate:

“The true liberal in America and
in every other land is a man who
seeks to build up the power of the
minority to resist the majority.”

In other words, “down with ma-
jority rule; stall it, block it, beat
it when it interferes with minority
rule.”

Senator George and like-minded
Southern Democrats and Republi-
can collaborators have won a great
“liberal” victory and kept the U. S.
Senate and the American people
down at the dead end of Filibuster
Alley, at the mercy of a tightly
organized and deSperate minority
determined to deny political and
economic democracy to Negroes
and other minorities.

GOP WORRIES

But no sooner had the Dixiegop
coalition won its victory than Re-
publican Floor Leader Wherry,
Senator Knowland (R., Calif.) and
other collaborators began to feel
butterflies in their innards about
the future of the Republican Party.
Before the blood was dry on the
Senate floor where the battle had
been fought, they announced that
the fight for civil rights had NOT
been lost. They declared it was
still possible to pass civil rights
legislation at this session. They
gaid that, with the aid of Demo-
cratic friends of civil rights, they
would prove it before the end of
this session.

It is widely reported that there
iIs an understanding that some
sort of anti-poll tax bill will be
allowed to pass, so that Republi-

_cans can point to it as proof that

they have delivered on the civil
rights promises in the 1948 GOP
platform.

This would take the place of ac-
tion on a complete civil rights pro-
gram, Including FEPC, the one
item in that program to which
poth Southern Democrats and
many Republicans are most op-
posed and on which they can unite,

DOLLAR DICTATION

Reaction’s united front against

'and win battle after battle in the
'never-ending struggle to establish

 Morse

————

the business and financial interests
who are not only opposed to FEPC
but also want to continue the fili-
buster as an insurance against en-
actment of other progressive legis-
lation. By defending the filibuster
and by assisting Soufthern reaction-
aries in blocking FEPC, they main-
tain a bipartisan coalition to fight

political and economic democracy.
So long as this combination holds
—and it will NOT hold on all is-
sues—the forces of what Senator
(R., Ore.) called “financial

emocracy Defeated by Coalition:

How Senators Voted on Limiting Filibuster

Here’s how the Senate voted (46-41) to override
Vice-Pres. Barkley’s ruling to limit filibusters ond
pave the way for possible action on civil rights and

other Fair Deal legislation.

March 11.)

(The vole was taken

Twenty-three Republicans -joined wup with 23
Democrats—most of them from southern states—
to override Barkley. Twenty-five Democrats and
16 Republicans—most of them from the northeast
—voted to sustain the Vice-President.

Barkley had ruled that cloture petitions to end
filibusters could be entertained on any motion be=-
fore the Senate. By overruling that decision, the
Republicans who joined with Diziecrats destroyed

the chance to end the filibuster, to liberalize Sen=
ate debating rules, and to move ahead with the
President’s program.

Votes marked (RE) indicate support of Vice-Pres.
Barkley’s ruling to limit debate,; votes marked (W)
indicate opposition to that ruling. NV indicates not
voting.

Senators Anderson (D., N. M.),

Mont.), Wagner (D., N. Y.) and Tobey (R., N.

Murray (D.,

H.), who did not vote, indicated they would have
voted to support the Barkley ruling (R). Senators
Gillette (D., Ia.), McClellan (D., Ark.), Martin (R.,
Pa.) and Williams (R., Del.) did not vote but would
have opposed the Barkley ruling (W).

fascism” ean beat down tax policies |
based on ability to pay, broader |
social security coverage, health in-
surance and, of immediate concern,
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Aect.

During the post-mortem speech-
es, Senator Humphrey (D., Minn.),
the man who took the civil rights
issue to the floor of the 1948 Dem-
ocratic convention, called for Sena-
tors to volunteer to keep the
Senate in session next summer to
pass civil rights legislation—to test
the Wherry contention that it is
still possible to pass such legisla-
tion.

FEPC IS TEST

To make that a real fight, not an
appeasement gesture arranged by
the Dixiegop coalition, civil rights
supporters are determined to get
the FEPC bill reported out of the
Senate and House Labor Commit-
tees, passed by the House and
ready for floor action in the Sen-
ate next July. Both committees
have the votes to report the bill
out favorably for floor action.

The question is: Will the Senate
and House leadership let this hap-
pen?

Time 1is running fast. Under
smart generalship and by taking ad-
vantage of a Democratic leadership
harassed by internal feuds, the re-
actionary coalition has won again
and again since Jan. 3 in delaying
actions on Taft-Hartley repeal, on
minimum wage and other issues.
Housing and other issues on which
the coalition may not hold its lines
are backed up, demanding priority.

Unless these issues ean be got
out of the way—and unless the
Fair Dealers can win victories on
some of them—only a powerful
public demand will get FEPC
moved into position for- aection by
both Houses at this session of the
81st Congress.

Think This Over

The British baby’s chances of life
have almost doubled under Labor
rule, Under lL.abor’s national health
plan, there were only 34 deaths of
infants per 1,000 during 1948, the
lowest ever recorded., The death
rate has been nearly halved gince
1941, when It was 60 per 1,000
births, Ten years ago the chance
of a baby being born dead was one
in 26; now It is one in 43,

Laborites Win Again

LONDON (LLPA) — The Labor
Party sgcored its 33rd by-election
victory last month by winning the
constituency of Sowerby, In York-
shire. Elected to a* seat In the

House of Commons was Douglas
Houghton, a radlo broadcaster and
trade unionist, Labor Party sources
reported the win gave good Indi-
cation that the party would sweep
next year's general election,

State Name Vote Ktate Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote
ALA. —Sparkman(D) w IOWA —CGillette(D) NV NEB, —Wherry(R) W R. I, —Green(D) R
Hill(D) w Hickenlooper(R) W Butler(R) w McGrath(D) R
ARIZ, —Hayden(D) W KANS,—Schoeppel(R) W NEV. —McCarran(D) w 8. C. ~—Maybank(D) w
McFarland(D) w Reed (R) w Malone(R) w Johnston(D) W
ARK. —McClellan(D) NV KY, ~—Chgpman(D) w N. H. —Bridges(R) w 8. D. ~—Mundt(R) W
Fulbright(D) w Withers(D) R Tobey(R) NV Gurney(R) w
CAL. —Downey(D) R LA. —Ellender(D) W N. J. —Hendri’son(R) =3 TENN.—Kefauver(D) R
Knowland(R) R Long(D) w Smith(R) R = McKellar(D) W
COLO. —Johnson(D) R ME. —Mrs. Smith(R) R TEX. —Johnson(D) W
Millikin (R) W Brewster(R) R N. M. "éh“df"?%‘?) NK Connally (D) W
CONN.—McMahon (D) R MD. —Tydings(D) R Al L :‘ ::r-( =5 o UTAH —Thomas(D) R
Baldwin (R) R | O’ Conor(D) R st wa‘ = = Watkins(R) W
DEL. —Frear(D) R MASS, —Saltonstall(R) R N C. —C B Hoe D) W VT, —Aiken(R) R
Williams(R) NV Lodge (R) R i _L:an;ermf = Flanders(R) R
FLA. —Pepper(D) R MICH., —Ferguson(R) R = i Yo (R R VA. —Robertson(D) w
Holland (D) W Vandenberg(R) W A b Byrd(D) w
GA. —Russell(D) w MINN, —Humphrey (D) R OHIO —Taft(R) R WASH.—Magnuson (D) R
George(D) w Thye(R) W Bricker (R) w Cain(R) W
IDA., —Miller(D) R MISS. —Eastland(D) w OKLA.—R. Kerr(D) W W. VA.—Neely(D) R
Taylor(D) R Stennis(D) \'J Thomas(D) R Kilgore(D) R
ILL. —Douglas(D) R MO. —Donnell(R) W ORE, —Cordon(R) W WIS. —Wiley(R) R
Lucas(D) R Kem(R) w Morse(R) R McCarthy(R) R
IND. —Capehart(R) W MONT.—Murray(D) NV PA. —Myers(D) R WYO0. —Hunt(D) R
Jenner(R) W Ecton(R) \"" Martin(R) NV O’Mahoney(D) R

Graham Appointment
Welcomed by Labor

WASHINGTON (LPA)—
Appointment of President
Frank P. Graham of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, to
the United States Senate last
week was hailed by organized
labor as a great contribution

to the welfare of this country.

Graham, one-‘of the nation’s out-
standing liberals, was named by
Governor W. Kerr Scott to fill the
Senate seat recently left vacant by
the death of Senator J, Melville
Broughton (D., N. Car.).

The southern educator was on
President Truman’s Civil Rights
Commission and said he will con-
tinue to support -the President’s
program ‘“as specific measures come
up in the .light of what is most
possible and effective at any given
time.” Truman was very enthusi-
astic over the appointment, refer-
ring to Graham as a great Ameri-
can and a great citizen.

Labor comment was no less
enthusiastic. “We command the ap-
pointment of Dr. Frank P. Graham
to the United States Senate,” said
a statement by AFL President Wil-
liam Green. “We regard Dr. Gra-
ham’'s appointment as an impor-

lant addition to the liberal and | Senate:

progressive” forces representing
southern states in the Senate.”

telegram congratulating | 77
Scott for the appoint-| 72787

o
| # >

In a
Governor
ment, CIO President Philip Murray
said that “Dr. Graham’s wisdom =~
and expert knowledge of govern-
mental, economic and human probh-
lems will now be continually at the
service of the entire American cit-
izenry.” Murray recalled that “dur-
ing his service on the War Labor
Board, Dr. Graham demonstrated
his exceptional knowledge of the §
economic and human factors in- _
volved in labor-management rela- ' g O Wi
tions.” L W JPEICS

Besides his service on WLB and
the Civil Rights Commission, Dr.
Graham served on the NRA, the -
UN con*_:mltte:e which a,'-range‘(.l the “Hore.ne tn.the st ol the coae
Indonesian truce, and is president |

: : try, th veli eDeSs

ofthe Oak Ridge Institute of Nu-| > iee oo > % feeling of deepest
.  gratification that you will take a

clear Studies. - -

- + 'seat in the United States Se
Early this year, Graham won the | 4y - o the United States Senate,

o4 : 'thereby enlarging your alreac
first $1,000 Sidney Hillman award |  «q = BN, RIXCRLY,

g . % ' wide field of splendid public serv-
for meritorious public service.

ice. Your ability, integrity and
. - »

warm feeling for humanity are vir-
DETROIT—UAW President Wal- | tues sorely needed at this particu-
ter P. Reuther sent the following

lar point in our history. Governor
message to Dr, Frank P. Graham | Scott deserves the nation’s thanks
immediately following

announce- | for his most excellent judgment.
ment of his appointment to the | All our good wishes go with you te
Washington.”

W
o o
A 2

| L
| 7
| P

sSenator Graham

Precinet Worker Emil Mazey registers a new voter., Two days after her twenty-first
birthday, Miss Lorraine Rigby was escorted to Detroit City Hall by the Secretary-Treasurer
to be gworn in by Louis Urban (left), Supervisor of Elections. Miss Rigby is a member of
Mazey's office staff,
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RENT CONTROL LAW IS VICTORY
WITH SOME DANGEROUS ANGLES |

WASHINGTON—Tenants scored a decisive victory ov er the®
landlords’ lobby in the new rent control law.

But tenants can lose much of that victory if they allow their
governors to approve the ending of federal rent control in their
states, and if they fail to exercise the powers given them under
the new law.

Tenants also can have much of®
the victory taken from them by the

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKER © April, 1949

How Senators Voted on Rent Control

Vote taken on motion to recommit Conference Report on Rent Control Extension bill, HR 17 J1,
made by Bricker (R., Ohio). Motion defeated 53 to 33. A wvote to recommit is a “Wrong’’ vote.

Paired ““ Wrong’’—Russell, Butler.
Pared ““ Right’’—Flanders, Smith (N. J.).

W—Wrong vote.
R—Right vote.
O—Not voting (see announced pairs).

posal to decontrol. They can also

federal administrator of the law.|file complaint with the Emergency N : S , , .

(“Housing Expeditor" is his offi- | Court of Appeals against a rulmg State -ame Vote btntr: N‘ame Vote S,tifte Name Vote State Name Vote
cial title.) He is given broad pow-|by the Expediter or a recommenda- | ALA- -—gl;gsg;anmi g I0WA _GH!“Ettel(D;er(m ‘13 NEB, —ﬁy}:ler(?}:@ 1(3 R. I, —Green(D) R
: _ : E : ickenloo erry / McGrath(D) R
ers either to tighten up on rent|tion of the local board. This is a| gz, —Hayden(D) R KANS. —Reed (R) W NEV. —Malone(R) W S. 0. —Johnston (D) R
control or to relax it. major victory for tenants, provided McFarland(D’l R Schoeppel (R) ALY McCarran(D) R Maybank(D) R

L they make use of it. It's up to| ARK. —Fulbright(D) R KY. ~—Chapman(D) R N. H. —Bridges(R) W S. D. —Gurney(R) W :

FOR TENANTS e McClellan (D) W Withers (D) R Tobey (R) R Mundt(R) W :

Major gains for tenants in the ; ) : _| CAL.. —Downey(D) R LA. —Ellender(D) R N.J. —Hendrickson(R) W TENN.—Kefauver(D) R 1
el Rre: 0. The Expediter can put back Knowland (R) W Long (D) R Smith(R) O McKellar (D) R
{ : under contro¥those areas which he | COLO. —Johnson(D) R ME, —Brewster(R) W N. M, —Anderson(D) R TEX. —Connally(D) R
1. The Expediter gets back the has decontrolled. The earlier rent Millikin (R) w Smith(R) R : Chavez (D) R Johnson(D) R
power, taken from him by the 1 th blished. If CONN.—Baldwin (R) W MD. —O’Conor(D) R N. Y. —Ives(R) R UTAH —Thomas(D) R
80th Congress, to control evic- e e 3 Sl ilag : McMahon (D) R Tydings(D) R Wagner(D) O Watkins(R) W
T T of‘ Rl et e tenants organize and demand their | DEL. —Frear(D) O MASS. —Lodge(R) O N. C. —Graham(D) R VI. —Aiken(R) R
ons. . rightS’ this new provisi{)n can bring Williams(R) A% Saltonstall(R) \4Y Hoey (R) R Flanders(R) O
has forced many tenants to pay rents down in many areas. Areas FLA, —Holland(D) R MICH. —Ferguson(R) %Y N. D. —Langer(R) O VA. —Byrd(D) w
illegal rents. The Expediter can g lled bef M h " 1949 Pepper(D) R Vandenberg(R) W Young(R) W Robertson (D) R
now remove that fear by the econtrolled betore March 30, | GA, —George(D) D MINN.—Humphrey (D) R OHIO —Bricker(R) W WASH.—Cain(R) W
lat; h it d b th can be brought under control again Russell (D) 0 Thye(R) W Taft(R) LY Magnuson(D) R
reguiations ne writes an ’ Y the only on recommendation of the lo-| TPA. —Miller(D) R MISS, ——Easilgnd(D) O OKLA.—Kerr(D) R W. \"{.—Kilgnrefl’)l R
way he enforces them. It’s up to cal board Taylor(D) R Stennis(D) R \ Thomas(D) R Neely(D) R
the Expediter to expedite. If he ¥, : ILL. -—DouglaS{LD_i R MO. —Donnell(R) \4Y ORE. —Cordon(R) W WIS. —McCarthy(R) W
Hbes b wouod iob ‘of'it. tenants 6. Trailer camps and trailer Lucas(D) R Kem(R) W Morse(R) R Wiley (R) W
; 'g J 2 X : spaces are to be controlled except | IND.. —Capehart(R) O MONT.—Ecton(R) W PA. ~—Martin(R) - W WYO. —Hunt(D) R
who have been paying extortion- Jenner(R) W Murray (D) R Myers (D) R O’'Mahoney(D) R

: g - when u xclusivel transi- ~
- ate rents can safely sue in their he sed exclusively by nsl
oo ents. So are permanent quarters in

own name for treble damages. o5 % TR :
. Landlords can now be sued I\i“ York City and Chicago hotels.

by the Expediter for three times (. The Expediter can no longer e RLEIONbe proiiet.:ted.

the overcharge when caught col- ‘grant large increases in rents for 2. I-ncorporated cities, tO-WHS
lecting over-ceiling rents. The |[COmpany-owned QJousing on the| and villages and state legisla-
80th Congress took this power |theory of “comparability” with| tures can vote to throw out fed-
away from him. Now he has it | other rents. This represents victory | eral rent control, but the gov-
again. A few fast, well-chosen |OVer the Expediter in a long cam-| ernor of the state has the last
suits scattered throughout the paign waged by labor on the ad-| word. If he does no.t.approve Qe-
nation will put landlords on ministration of the old law. control, the rent ceilings remain.

M - PR - : t
not{ce. Again, it's up to the Ex- | FoR LANDLORDS Tlf:;:;?\*e;“ :Etca?l{;;g tfhe D;{?‘tgi
pediter to expedite. Major gains for landlords in the :

administration is imperative if IS inexplicable to us in view of
your statement when approving
new law with which statement we 1
concur. I am advised his action is
contrary to law and he himself
says he is ‘taking a chance.’ He
must not be permitted to take a
chance at the expense of thousands l
of tenants. He further states more
than 80 additional areas will be
decontrolled within a week. I urge

Protests Decontrol

National CIO Housing Chairman
Walter Reuther has protested the
lifting of rent controls in 20 areas
in a telegram to President Tru-
man. The telegram:

“Action of Housing Expeditor re-
moving rent control from 20 areas

el

3. The O. K. of a 15 per cent
rent increase under so-called ‘‘vol-
untary” leases is withdrawn. Prop-
erties now covered by such leases
are brought back under rent con-

trol, but at the rent now specified,

in the lease. The 80th Congress had
provided that they would be free
from control when the lease ex-
pired.

4. Any representative group of
tenants can demand and get hear-
ings before the local advisory board

new law are:

1. The Expediter is directed to
put rent ceilings at levels which
vield landlords “a fair net oper-
ating income.” The law doesn’t
define what is “fair,” but the
Congressional report on the bills
makes clear that it means no
greater rent increases than the
Expediter has already been
granting in hardship cases. Land-
lords, however, will spare no ef-

nor’s attention to the fact that
tenants vote, too.

3. Congress turned down labor's
demand that criminal penalties be
imposed on willful violators of the
law. It also refused to authorize
control of newly constructed rental
accommodations.

EXPEDITER EXPEDITIOUS

First big administrative battle
under the new law is to keep the
Expediter from delivering the bait

counties which he promised to de-
control in exchange for votes from
opposition districts. But Congress
vested full power in local and state
governments to make their own
decisions on decontrol, and the Ex-
pediter is not now called upon to
be so all-fired expeditious as he
seems to want to.be in using the
power to decontrel which he still
possesses.

CIO Housing Committee has pre-
pared specific working suggestions

you to stop further decontrol ac-
tion by Expediter except in strict
accordance with law and to direct
him to subordinate his decontrol
action to action by local govern-
ments which now have the initia-
tive in this respect. CIO spent great
effort to get a workable rent law
enacted by Congress and we share
your favorable opinion of the re-
sults. Please help us to retain this
significant victory in behalf of the
people of the United States and in

he held out when the bills hit the
floor. He circulated a list of 107

for representatives of tenants’ in-
terests under the new law,

fort to snatch big rent boosts out
of this section of the law. Tough

fulfillment of- your victorious cam-
paign.”

‘House Vote on Giving Rent Control to States, Counties, Cities

227 (primarily Southern Democrats and Republicans) to 188. The CIO

and Administration Democrats consider the amendment the equivalent of
complete gutting of rent control, !

or before the Expediter to protest
proposed rent increases or a pro-

Following is the roll call in the House on the crucial Williams amend-
menl to the rent control bill. This amendment, which permiis states, coun-
ties or cities to decontrol their areas by resolution, was passed by a vote of

State Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote State Name Vote

ALA., —Andrews(D) R Lanham (D) O Gregory(D) R O’Hara(R) W Heller (D) R Wagner(D) R Gore(D) R
Battle(D) W Pace(D) R Morton(R) W Wier (D) R Javits(R) R Weichel (R) W Jennings(R) \"%
Boykin(D) W Preston(D) W Perkins(D) R MISS. —Abernethy(D) W Kearney(R) W Young(D) R Murray(D) W |
deGraffenried(D) R Vinson(D) R Spence(D) R Colmer(D) W Keating(R) W OKLA.—Albert(D) R Phillips(R) W
Elliott (D) R Wheeler(D) W Underwood (D) R Rankin (D) W i Keogh(D) R Gilmer (D) O Priest(D) R :
Grant(D) R Wood (D) O Whitaker(D) R Whitten(D) W Kilburn(R) w Monroney(D) R Sutton(D) R |
Hobbs (D) R IDA. —Sanborn(R) W LA, —-Allen(D) R Whittington(D) W Klein(D) R Morris (D) w TEX. —Beckworth(D) R
Jones(D) R White(D) R Boggs(D) R Williams (D) W Latham(R) \%Y Steed (D) R Bentsen(D) W t
Rains(D) R JLL.— Allen(R) W Brooks (D) w Winsted (D) W LeFevre(R) W Stigler (D) 0% Burleson (D) R i
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X Taft Hartleyites Want 1949 Contracts
. Negotiated with Labor Still Handcuﬁed

WASHINGTON—Negotiation of 1949 union contracts under®

the present Taft-Hartley Act now appears to be the goal of
Taft-Hartleyites and their lobbyists swarming around both

Houses of Congress,

Failing that, they are determined to put at least 75 per cent
of Taft-Hartley back into the Thomas-Lesinski bill (8249-HR
2032) by 20 or more amendments to be inserted during brawling
floor debates in the House and Senate,

The
cision to delay bringing the bill to
the House floor until Apr. 26 will
feed this strategy of delay and
amendment—unless, as the Admin-
istration hopes, labor and the many
employers who are opposed to Taft-
Hartley can use the extra time to
persuade more Representatives and
Senators to support the Thomas-
[.esinski bill and to vote against
the long string of Taft amend-
ments that will be offered in the
House and in the Senate.

Back of the Administration’s de- |
fluuﬂ

cisions (1) to switch initial
action from the Senate  to .the
House and now (2) to delay House
action to Apr. 26 the feeling
that the T-H repeal forces have
not vet lined up enough votes to
pass the Thomas-Lesinski bill with-
out serious Taft-Hartley amend-
ments that would make the final
bill an anti-labor weapon.

BACK IN OUR LAPS

That put the job of repealing
Taft-Hartley Tight back in the
laps of the people back home who
voted Nov. 2 for repeal of Taft-
Hartley. The Easter vacation will
give union members an opportu-
nity to see Senators and Repre-
sentatives while home and give
them solid reasons for voting for
the Thomas-Lesinski bill without
T-H amendments. This, plus a con-
tinuing stream of resolutions, wires,
letters and personal contacts, local
meetings, ete., is of No. 1 impor-
tance for the next three weeks.

Truman Democrats generally are
putting their back into the fight
to line up votes for T-H repeal.
President Truman himself con-
tinues to rank it No. 1. But just
how much steam House Speaker
Sam Rayburn (D. Tex.) is going
to put into the floor fight to defeat
T-H amendments and a GOP ef-
fort to recommit the bill to com-
mittee 1s still uncertain, Majority
[Leader McCormack (D., Mass.) is
ready to fight, but Rayburn’s nod
will swing a number of Democratic
votes, particulqlrly from the South,
against or for any amendment,

AMENDMENT DANGER

Allowing for the loss of the
votes of certain Southern Demo-
crats who are hopelessly anti-labor,
the forces committed to repeal of
Taft-Hartley and re-enactment of
the essentials of the Wagner Act
must pick up 7 to 12 Republican
votes in the Senate and 25 to 35
Republican votes in the House.
This can be done. But the hard
job is to make sure that the lines
will hold against attempts by Re-
publican and Southern Democrat
reactionaries to start a floor stam-
pede that will swamp thp bill with
amendments so bad that the final
bill will be re-committed or ripe for
a veto by President Truman—Ileav-
ing Taft-Hartley still in force when
Congress quits next summer,

1S

Republican strategy to “load” the
Thomas-Lesinski bill with amend-
ments and then move for recom-
mittal—as was done with the first
Rankin pension bill—was unveiled

on April Fool’s Day by luprv_spnl-‘.
Calif.) a mmnlwrl
Labor Committee, 10 see

ative Nixon, (R.,
of the House
when he asked the House
Committee to send the bill
Hoor with 4 rule permitting amend-
ment and recomittal. Representa-

tive .'\flurlnn fli., Hy.) rl*w-ulwl tlu-

Wm Philly Election

vegion 9 Director Martin Gerber

month announced that work-
the Paul & Beekman Com-
pany, Philadelphia, voted 88 to 4
for UAW-CIO in an NLRB repre-
sentation election, The new unit
will be a part of Amalgamated Lo-
cal 416,

Rules

I.J..I.

ers atl

Administration’s April 2 de-®

to thJ

| same strategy when he told UAW-
CIO representatives that he iIn-
tends to work for floor amendments
and recommittal. It is rumored
that the same strategy will be used
in the Senate.

Prior to Nixon's announcement,
Representative McConnell (R., Pa.)
ranking minority member of the
House Labor Committee, presented
the Rules Committee with a Mi-
nority Report opposing the Thom-
as-L.esinski bill and favoring the
substitute offered
tive Wood (D., Ga.) re-enacting
' T-H with toughening amendments.
The report denounced ‘labor rack-
eteers.,”” If the bill goes to the
floor with an open rule, the Wood
bill will be offered and a floor vote
on a motion to substitute it for
the Thomas-Lesinski bill will give
a good up-to-date list of T-H sup-
porters in the House.

by Representa-|

o i
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o
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73 ./
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Shown here citing specific instances of Taft-Hartley unfairness before a House Subcom-
mittee on Education and Labor are, from left, Irving J. Levy, UAW General Counsel; T. A.
J ohnstone Assistant Director of the UAW GM Dept.; and Donald Montgomery, UAW Wash-
ce chief. At right, is Committee Chairman John Lesinski. Johnstone called the
Dorsey Trailer case, Elba, Ala., “‘an industrial Tobacco Road.”’

CLEVELAND—Over 4,000 work-
ers in Doehler-Jarvis plants voted
in an NLRB election early last
month to bring the largest die
casting company into the UAW
fold, it was announced by Ken
Eckert, co-director of the UAW
Die Casting Department.

The UAW swept the election 6
to 1 in the Doehler-Jarvis plants,
which control 37.5 per cent of the
die casting industry. The vote was
3,621 for the UAW and 616 for no
union. The voting was conducted
in the Toledo, O.; Batavia, N. Y.;
Chicago and Pottstown, Pa., plants.

No other union was on the bal-
lot. The MESA withdrew from the
contest for tool and die makers,
when it became apparent that they
could not win. The Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers asked workers to
vote for no union.

The Doehler-Jarvis workers were
formerly in the Mine, Mill and
smelter Workers, but withdrew
last June along with 20 other lo-
cals In the casting division of the
UMMSW. At that time, 24 of the

4,000 Die Casters
Vote UAW 6 1o I

37 locals of the UMMSW casting
division voted at a conference in
Toledo to reconstitute the National
Association of Die Casting Work-
ers, CIO. The association had been
a separate union in the CIO until
1942, when they merged with the
UMMSW., -

The Die Casters decided to with-
draw after a disastrous strike at
four planis of the Precision Die
Cast Company. Led by Ken Ec¢kert
and Peter Zvara, The Die Casters
claimed that the loss of the strike
was “due to the interference of the
Communist party in the affairs of
the Mine, Mill and Smelter Work-
ers and that as long as the union
1S dominated by the party line, it
would be impossible to function as
a legitimate union. The iron con-

trol exercised over the membership
makes it impossible to clean up
the situation from within.”

LLater, the Die Casters voted to
come into the UAW and a Die Cast
Department of the UAW was set
up to assist them. Vice-President
Richard Gosser was assigned to be
directer of this new department,

Midland Settlement Averts

Chrysler, Briggs Shutdown

last
”l

A

pany which Secretary Emil

supplier plants this month.

Bitter grievances on safety, sani-

and production

bolstered the wunion position. In
the settlement management agreed
to set up a joint committee with
union representatives to iron out
these questions. A review of prog-
ress will made within 30 days
iIf management has carried
Promises,

tation, questions

he

out iIts

The expected strike was averted

'April 3 when Local 410 voted to

support the statement of Presi-
dent Walter Reuther and Secre-
tary Emil Mazey., Their statement,
read to a strike meeting by George
Merrelll, assistant to Director Mike
Lacey of Region 1, threw the In-
ternational Union support behind
the Midland workers, and granted
authorization for a strike withdn
Lhree days if mediation failed, An
immediate strike was authorized

by the International If the com-

pany altempled to remove dies

L

minute settlement at Midland Steel

Products Com-
Mazey and Region 1 Director

Mike Lacey had a hand, prevented a big tie-up at Chrysler and

@

‘from the plant and take produc-
tion elsewhere.

The successful
lowed a series
strikes which had
the grievances and which had
thrown thousands of workers at
Chrysler, Briggs and other plants
out of work.

The International Union informed
olthicers of Local 410 that if the lo-
cal union would follow constitu-
tional procedure in taking a strike
vote and requesting strike author-
ization through proper
they would receive full
| from the International
the fight to adjust thelr
grievances,

After this procedure had been
followed, strike authorization grant-
ed, and Secretary-Treasurer Mazey
had joined the loeal committes in
negotintions, manngement quickly
capitulated and strike action wos
UNNCCORSAry,

negotiations fol-
of unauthorized
falled to settle

channels,

support
Unlon
legitimate

i |

ed both the IAM and AFL on the
first ballot in an NLRB election at
the Crosley Motor Car Company,
Marion, Ind., it was announced by
UAW Region 3 Director Ray
Berndt.,

The plant had been under con-
tract with the 1AM, and 635 work-
ers were eligible to vote. Of 543
valid ballots cast,” the UAW re-
ceived 292, the IAM 163 and the
“UAW”-AFL 86. Two votes were
cast for no union.

International Representative E.
“Mose” Kucela handled the organ-
ization drive, which began only 183
days before the election.

BRITISH UNIONS
REJECT CP BIDS

LONDON (LPA)—The Commu-
nist party’s most important recent
bid for power in the British trade
union movement was decisively de-
feated last month.

Ben Gardner, anti-Communist
secretary of the important Amal-
gamated Engineering Union, was
re-elected in a referendum ballot by
47,798 votes to 14,739 for the Com-
munist opponent Reg Birch. Two
other anti-Communist candidates,
whose votes would have gone to
CGardner had a run-off been neces-
sary, polled over 10,000 votes be-
tween them.

The Communists conducted a
particularly unscrupulous campaign
against Gardner. Speaking of their
own man, Birch, the Stalinists said:
“No offers of sherry cigars will
induce him to lose his devotion to
the workers.” Gardner, who by im-
plication has been corrupted by the
employers is, in fact, a teetotaller.

A few weeks earlier the AEU
membership retired from office a
Communist who has been its na-
tional organizer for several vears.
AU has a total membership of
about 00,000,

or

The 20,000-member Construc-
tional Engineering Unlon, in elec-
tions in its London and Midlands
area last month also virtually

the Communist- influ-

had existed In 118 execu-

eliminated
ence that
tive board.
VMeanwhile, In a special meeting
nearly 2,000 members of the Trans-
port & Workers' Union
employed In London's Smithfield
market, with fewer than 20 work-
ers dissenting, endorsed the recent
strongly worded anti-Communist
declarations of the I'rades Unlon

General

| Congress and T&GWLU,

UAW Beats IAM, AFL to Win
Crosley Motor Car Election

'

The UAW-CIO, March 30, defeat-?}

Competitive Shops
Hold 4 Conferences

The UAW-CIO Competitive Shops
Department was active on many
fronts during the past month, re-
ported Vice-President Richard Gos-
ser, director of the Department,
and Joseph Mattson, assistant De-
partment director. A number of
important wage-hour conferences
were conducted with the help of
the UAW Research and Engineer-

| iIng Department represented by As-

sistant Director Ralph Showalter.

1. Local unions in the radiation,
heating, air conditioning and re-
frigeration industry met in Chica-
go, March 26, and took steps to
work closely with the UAW Re-
search Department to prepare a
standard agreement covering the
industry now under the UAW.

2. Delegates from unions which
manufacture nuts, bolts and screws
conyened in Chicago, March 5, for
the first time in UAW history,
where steps were taken to study
existing contracts in the various
unions. A similar conference will
be called later to coordinate con-
tract negotiation,

3. The Spicer Intra-Corporation
Council met in Toledo, February
26, to draft a master agreement
for all local unions in the Spicer
Corporation, Another meeting in
Detroit, March 30-31, drew up final
conditions for the over-all Spicer
agreement to be used in forthcom-
Ing negotiations with the company.

4, A National Bearing Confer-
ence met in Buffalo, February 19,
Lo review all contracts in the bear-
INg Industry, Future meetings
Intend to prepare a master agree-
ment for uniform collective bars
gaining Ihmuj.:huut the lmlusll‘)'.

Dead Heat

Discussing the appointment of
Dr. Frank P, Graham to the Sen-
ate in nightly news commen-
tary over Station WDE'T last month,
UAW Radio Guy
Nunn referred to Senator Bricker's
of Insinuation” against
and then llllllh'll Senator

nis
Commentator

eampaign
Graham,

Wavne Morse in defense: “If 1 had
to name 20 of the greatest living
Americans, | would include Dr.
Graham and I would place him
exceedingly high on that list."
Added Nunn: “II Labor had to
name the worst living Senntor, the

top cholee would be close to a dead
hent between two gentlemen from
Ohilo”
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Ford’s Annual ‘Iinability’
Plea Gets Taken Apart

The annual letter of the Ford Motor Companv pleading in-®
ability of the company to meet the union’s demands without
wrecking the company and bringing disaster to the workers
was received by the UAW- CIO the early part of last month—

and has been answered.

It drew a hard-hitting reply from®

President Walter P. Reuther, to
whom it was addressed, who point-
ed out that the whole Ford empire
has been built largely out of the
earnings made possible by the “toil
and sweat of tens of thousands of
Ford workers.”

“In your letter,” Reuther said,
“vou propose that the Ford work-
ers continue to finance expansion
of the Ford empire by foregoing
security for themselves and thelr
families. This they are no longer
willing to do.”

The text of the letter follows:

March 10, 1949,
Mr. John S. Bugas, Vice-President,
Industrial Relations,
Ford Motor Company,
Dearborn, Mich.

Dear Mr. Bugas:

Your letter of March 2 was called
to my attention upon my return
to the city.

Since your letter was used as a
press release, it is quite apparent
that it was written not in an effort
to resolve the problems that con-
front the Ford workers, but rather
as a publicity handout to confuse
the real issues in the coming nego-
tiations. Despite the fact that your
letter received nationwide press
and radio coverage, we areé not re-
leasing our reply to the press or
the radio. Our-decision is based on
a sincere belief that the problems
of the Ford workers and their fam-
ilies will be solved through down-
to-earth collective bargaining and
not through a publicity contest. No
amount of public lamenting, public
relations maneuvering or clever
playing with words can exempt the
Ford Motor Company from its re-
sponsibility to provide Ford work-
ers with security against illness
and old age.

Your letter of March 2 is re-
markably similar to the letters
we have received from you about
this time of year in advance of
the 1948, 1947 and 1946 negotia-
tions.

You will recall last year, prior
to negotiations, you advocated a
wage reduction for Ford work-
ers. Your letter of March 2 is no
closer to the realities of the pres-
ent situation than was your pro-
posal for a wage cut last year.

Our attitude towards our 1949
negotiations is simple, understand-
able and firm. The economic ob-
jectives which we are committed
to achieve are morally justifiable
and economically feasible. They
represent effort on the part of
workers in our industry to obtain
for themselves and their famidies
basic minimum security.

PROMISING NEW FORCE IN I

WORI.D AFFAIRS

In discussing the question of un-
employment and job security, your
letter fails to differentiate between
basic causes and effects. Workers
are being laid off in America not
because they are being paid too
much, but because they are being

| paid too little, and, therefore, lack

the purchasing power to buy back
the products which their labor has
created. I would suggest that you
review the economic history of
America immediately preceding the

|

= 7 rector of UAW Region 1-A.

depression of 1929.

In Chester, Pa., on November 17,
1948, Mr. Henry Ford II publicly
recognized the need for higher
wages. It is difficult to understand
the discrepancy between Mr. Ford's
public declaration and the position
which you state in your letter of
March 2.

The basic task which labor and

- management in America must face

1Is the achievement of a balance
between purchasing power and
productive power. Only when the
people of America have the needed
purchasing power to buy back the
things that we know how to make
in our factories and raise on our®
farms will we achieve economic
stability, both in terms of full em-
ployment and full production. Un-
fortunately, in the past, manage-
ment too often has made the
mistake of placing the cart before
the horse. The demands which our
union raise for the 1949 negotia-
tions are a realistic and practical
approach to the achievement of se-
curity for the workers, and sta-
bility within our economy. We are
committed to a program that puts
the horse before the cart.

You admit yourself, in yvour
letter, that “old-age security is
a highly desirable goal.” Certain-
ly, high-paid executives in the
auto industry should know, be-
cause they alone have such secu-
rity. These industry executives,
who are paid scores and hun-
dreds of times more than the
workers, have provided them-
selves with generous pension pro-
visions, while denying even min-
imum security to their employes.
These double standards in our in-
dustry, which provide pensions to
high-paid executives, but deny
such security to the lower-paid
factory workers, are economical-
Iy unsound and morally inde-
fensible. The workers, through
their union, are determined to
put an end to these discrimina-
tory, unfair and wunreasonable
double standards.

You state in your letter that a
social security program “cannot be
financed by wishful thinking.” To
this we can agree. We are asking
that the workers’ security program
be financed from the same source
that is used to finance security for
high-paid executives.

You complain that the Ford Mo-
tor Company has spent more than
it has earned since 1945 on capital
improvements, modernization of

Tractor Plant
Yotes UAW-CIO

Ferguson Tractor plant workers
voted 4 to 1 to be represented by
the UAW-CIO in a Detroit NLRB
election March 31, it was an-
nounced by Edward Cote, Co-Di-

The vote was 93 for UAW and
24 for no union. International Rep-
resentative Phil Maggio, who was
in charge of the  organizational
drive, said the plant would ulti-
mately employ about 500 workers.

Cote also announced that a pe-
tition had been filed for an election
among the workers at the Whit-
man & Barnes plant in Region 1-A.
He expected the election to be held
some time this month. There are
900 workers in the proposed unit,

plants and equipment, and that
consequently “poverty” will be the
pleas of the Ford Motor Company
in the 1949 negotiations. Judged by
normal economic standards, such a
plea of poverty is unimpressive.
Under the free enterprise system,
in theory at least, plant expansion
is financed by new capital obtained
through investors. The Ford Mo-
tor Company, on.the other hand,
stands today as the world’s largest
family-owned industrial empire

following report to the union’s
at its March meeting in Detroit :

penditures by $361,488.45.

in the past year.

Union’s Finances Continue
To Improve, Mazey Reporis.

Emil Mazey, UAW-CIO Secretary-Treasurer, submitted the

International Executive Board

During the months of November and December of 1948. and
January and February of 1949, our net income exceeded net ex-

During these four menths our donations to loecal unions for
strike relief represented the low of $53.842.32. In IFebruary, the
total of $7,007.07 is the lowest monthly total of strike donations

Our February report shows that we are still receiving 1948
assessments. We have collected up until the present time $847 -

which was financed almost entirely{228.00 on the 1948 assessment, which gives us reason to believe

out of earnings made possible by
the toil and sweat of tens of thou-
sands of Ford workers. In vour
letter you propose that the Ford
workers continue to finance ex-
pansion of the Ford empire by
foregoing security for themselves
and their families. This they are
no longer willing to do.

Although the family control of
the Ford Motor Company ex-
empts them under the law with
respect to the publication of
financial reports, we do not pro-
pose to permit the Ford Motor
Company ¢o take refuge behind
its cloak of secrecy. Published
financial reports of its competi-
tors prove that the automobile
industry has been enjoying un-
precedented profits. While in-
vesting huge sums for plant ex-
pansion and improvement, your
competitors have been earning
greater profits year after vear.
To assume that the Ford Motor
Company was not equally profit-
able would require us to charge
its top executive personnel with
gross incompetence. The history
of the Ford Motor Company
leaves no doubt as to its ability
to make profits, for it grew from
a small beginning to an indus-
trial giant, financing its expan-
sion almost exclusively out of
profits.

Other points in your letter are
similarly without foundation and
we are prepared to answer them
in- detail when collective bargain-
ing conferences are under way.

The Ford workers and their un-
ion are concerned about tomorrow
as it affects their job security. The
threat of growing unemployment
and mounting resistance to the sale
of automobiles cannot be met ef-
fectively by concentration of great-
er wealth into the hands of a few,
as your letter suggests. It will be
met only if labor and management
find a way, through collective bar-
gaining, to put into the hands of
people the purchasing power re-
quired to buy the things that Amer-
ican farms and factories are able
to produce. We will make democ-
racy secure in America and in the
world only if we demonstrate the
practical “know how” to make de-
mocracy work in terms of the ev-
eryday problems of the great mass
of our people. Our demands are
geared to this simple, compelling
objective.

We are prepared to meet with
the Ford Motor Company at vour
convenience, and it is our hope
that the issues in the 1949 nego-
tiations can be resolved through
intelligent, constructive, collec-
tive bargaining. American indus-
try cannot escape the necessity,
nor the responsibility, of meeting
the problem of security for work-
ers who are too old to work, but
too young to die.

Sincerely yours,

WALTER P. REUTHER,
President.

UAW WINS 33-T0-1
ELECTION VICTORY

With 95 per cent of the eligible
719 workers voting in an NLRB
election at the E. L.. Wiegand Com-
pany in Pittsburgh, Pa., the UAW
won by a 33-to-1 margin, it was
announced last month by Paul E.
Miley, UAW Region 2-A Director.

Miley described the vote as a
“tremendous vote of confidence”
for Thomas E. Nolan, who spear-
headed the UAW drive and was the
central figure in a court action in-
stituted by a rival union.

1949 assessment.
Our average per capita tax

tion.

General Fund
Strike Fund
1948 Assessment Fund

Fair Practices Fund
Education
Recreation

— O ——— T —

1949 Assessment Fund __

— i — o — e — S —— -

The average per capita tax dues-paying membership of our
union for the entire calendar year of 1948 was 893,388 members.
This compares with the average of 855,511 for 1947, or a gain of
37,877 per eapita tax paying members in 1948, .

The following is a summary of our activities for the past four

that we will be able to collect in excess of $900,000.00 for the

dues-paying members over the

past four months was 973,000 as eompared with the average for
the entire year of 1948 of 893,388 members.
stated now that we have over a million members in our organiza-

It can be safely

On February 28 our liquid assets amounted to $2,314.456.49,
This includes our cash and our government bonds.
are allocated in the following manner:

_____________ $490,937.81

These funds

984,611.35
671,258.00
2,895.00
73,746.43
8,300.78
82,707.22

months:
Net ex- Strike
Net Income penditures  Excess Donations
November ____$ 671,503.49 $§ 560,357.33 $111,146.16 $17,787.20
December ____ 705968.50 631,222.27 74,746.23 15,822.54
January ____._ 690,264.36  620,249.38 70,004.98 13,226.51
February ____ 679,668.93 574,067.85 105,591.08 7,007.07

reserves for the battles ahead.”’

$2,747,385.28 $2,385,896.83 $361,488.45 $53,843.32

Mazey added this comment, ‘“ Although our finanecial position
1s greatly improved, it must still be pointed out that our treas-
ury is not adequate for the protection of a membership of a
million. Our total liguid assets do not appear nearly so formida-
ble when counted as actually only about $2.31 per member.
must continue to take every means possible of building up our

We

CINCINNATI — Workers in
four large Auto-Lite plants in
this area are responding enthu-
siastically to a powerful UAW-
CIO membership drive now un-
derway. The drive is headed
by Vice-President Richard Gos-
ser, director of the UAW Auto-
Lite Counecil.

Auto-Lite has a dominant posi-
tion among auto suppliers in this
region. The huge Curtiss-Wright
plant at Lockland is operated by
Auto-Lite. A merger between the
Cochran-Brown company and Auto-
Lite is in the offing, and a smaller
plant at Sharonville is under Auto-
Lite. Workers in these plants are

split between the AFL, IAM and
assorted independent unions.

“After the round of wage in-

| »

creases last year, many Auto-Lite
| workers found themselves worse
ic:ff. than they started. While UAW

AUTO-LITE DRIVE GAINS
IN FOUR OHIO PLANTS

2 MORE GM UNITS
WIN CONTRACTS

At the big General Motors plant
in Wilmington, Del., the engineers
and cafeteria workers voted unani-
mously to come into UAW Local
435. The engineers got a good lo-
cal wage and seniority agreement,
with Local President Elmer Welk-
er and Committeeman Dick Sur-
baugh handling the negotiations.
Cafeteria workers got a contract
with increases totalling over 38
cents an hour. They were repre-
sented by Unit Chairman Naomi

l Altemp&

workers in other Auto-Lite plants
in the United States got a flat 13-
cent raise, in some Cincinnati
plants Auto-Lite workers got a
bare 5 to 10-cent increase.

In the Sharonville bumper plant,
the AFL and IAM got a 13-cent
raise, but the rate meant nothing.
Job rates were slashed, changed
and watered down. Employes were
shifted around without regard for
seniority rights, and the stewards
and bargaining committees were
ignored by the company.

As a result, UAW sentiment is
running stron—-. The AFL contract
reopening date is near. Auto-Lite
workers are signing UAW mem-
bership cards in droves to leave
the puny unions which could not
defend or protect them. The UAW
pension and hospitalization plans
are gaining popularity among Auto-
Lite workers in this area, who
want a strong and far-sighted un-
0n.

BUTTER'S TURN TO TALK

WASHINGTON — Southerners
who have just finished strength-
ening the filibuster in the Sen-
ate may find it backfiring on
them in the fight to pass the
oleo bill already passed by the
House.

Dairy state Senators may be
able to Kill the bill by using the

filibuster. Southerners, to whom
the bill means increased mar-
kets and better prices for cot-
tonseed oil, would have to get
64 votes to vote cloture (limita-
tion of debate) or wear out the
pro-butter, anti-oleo Senators.

L
e
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NLRB Sets Dates for Springtield
Allis-Chalmers, Chicago McCormick

CHICAGO-—National Labor

Relations Board officials set a

date of April 19 for a representation election in the MeCormick
plant of International Harvester at a hearing held here Tuesday,

Mareh 29. The UAW-CIO had
for the vote.
One day earlier, on March

petitioned the NLRB March 15

28 at another hearing held in

Springfield, Illinois, the NLRB set a date of April 15 for another
representation election at the Allis-Chalmers plant here.
Company officials and the FE representatives consented to

the elections in both hearings.

IAM INVOLVED

The International Association
Machinists was involved in the Mc-
Cormick election, due to its earlier
filing of a petition for an election
in the tool room there. But an ef-
fort of the AFL Stationary Engi-
neers to get on the ballot was ruled
out, pending a check with NLRB
officials in Washington for a final
determination of policy,

In Springfield the Allis-Chalmers

workers will vote a selection from
the UAW-CIO, the FE and *“Nei-
ther.” There will be four posi-
tions on the McCormick ballot, the
UAW-CIO, the . JAM, the FE and
“None.”

DRIVE GAINS SPEED

UAW-CIO Vice-President John
W. Livingston, who announced the
scheduling of the elections to the
press from the Chicago headquar-
ters of the UAW-CIO Agricultural
Implement Department, said that
the UAW-CIO drive to unite all the
farm Implement industry workers
iIn one union was steadily gaining
speed.

He predicted that substantial ma-
jorities of the Alis-Chalmers and
MeCormick workers would vote
for the UAW-CIO on April 15 and
19,

of

“The FE convention proved
that the FE leaders do not want
to stay in the CIO,” he said, “but
the FE rank and file will prove
in these elections that it is going
to stay in the CIO by voting
UAW-(C10.”

DIRECTORS SEE VICTORY

Both UAW-CIO regional direc-
tors in whose regions the elections
will be held predicted a heavy
UAW-CIO vote,

Pat Greathouse, UAW-CIO Re-
gion 4 director, said that the Mc-
Cormick workers were completely
fed up with the FE. “When the
F'E top leaders suspended seven of
the most popular rank and file
leaders in the McCormick works—
simply because the boys wanted to
carry out CIO policy and merge
with the UAW-CIO—they proved
to their rank and file that FE top
leaders do not care a thing about

democracy,’ Greathouse declared.

“These same seven local lead-
ers, together with many more
who are still working inside Lo-
cal 108 of FE, already have the
backing of the majority of the
workers who elected them,”
Greathouse stated. “That same
majority will vote for the UAW-
Cl1O on April 19—because the
McCormick workers want to fol-
low CIO policy and belong to a
responsible, American trade un-
ion.”

“WE ARE IN”

Ray Berndt, UAW-CIO Region 3
director, whose staff members start-
the Springfield Allis-Chalmers
campaign in January, announced
that he expected a thumping ma-
jority the UAW-CIO in the

VOlLe,

el

for

had a strong in-
plant committee working there
for weeks—and the people in
that plant have always been anti-
FE anyway,” Berndt reported,
“It was no trouble to get more
than enough cards to petition,
and we are going to win by an
overwhelming majority—hecause
the Allis-Chalmers workers want
to be represented by the UAW.
C10,” Berndt concluded,

“We have

‘o

Democracy-
FE Style

Grant Oakes told the IFarm
Equipment Workers convention

S e o 1 Ci L. : .
he was going to ““‘fight to main-

tain democracy in the CIO,”’

but he didn’t say anything
about democracy in his own
union. Three times last month
Oakes and the FE Executive
Board over-ruled the demo-
cratic action of local unions in
complete defiance of the FE
constitution.

(1) In Moline all but one of the
entire executive*board of FE Lo-
cal 150 were suspended by John
Watkins, FE regional director.

(2) Raymond Swant, Vice-Presi-
dent of FE Local 115, got a taste
of the same thing. He was an
elected delegate to the convention.
A popular guy in his local, he was
strongly in favor of CIO policy to
merge with the UAW-CIO, The FE
brass wouldn’t permit that, so they
suspended Swant outright and
handpicked a delegate from the lo-
cal instead.

(3) In Local 108 of the FE, the
high and mighty FE board stepped
into the local’s activities and began
to shift things around to suit them-
selves. Some local officers were
suspended and others forgiven, but
the FE constitution was blatantly

‘mangled.

Two FE Plants Ready for April Votes

———

Out of the CIO?

CONTROLLED FE CONVENTION

BOOS MURRAY PEACE PLEA

CEDAR RAPIDS—Delegates to a tightly eontrolled conven-®

tion of the IFarm Equipment and Metal Workers’ Union voted
here Friday, March 25, to reject the advice of CIO President
Philip Murray urging them to merge with the UAW-CIO—
and 1n effect voted themselves out of the CIO.

The delegates, many of whom were hand-picked by the FE
top leaders, hooted and booed the reading of the telegram from
Murray by Secretary-Treasurer John Shaffer.,

In the telegram, Murray
newed his plea for a peaceful solu-
tion of the jurisdictional division
of the workers in the farm imple-
ment industry. “I am again ap-
pealing to the membership of your
union through your convention to
approve the action of the Congress
of Industrial Organizations in this
matter,” the telegram said.

'ALCULATED FURMOIL

The telegram went on to say
that “if wunfavorable action is
taken by the convention, calcu-
lated to continue and further in-
tensify the turmoil in your or-
ganization, the CIO Executive
Board at its next meeting will be
required to take proper action—
which of course will be in con-
formity with the provisions of
our CIO constitution—to estab-
lish harmony by carrying out the
provisions of the resolution of
the Executive Board of the €Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations,”

STRONG WARNING

Observers pointed out that this
was the strongest warning Murray
had issued to date to the leaders
of the FE union. Some newspaper-
men covering the convention inter-
preted the telegram as a threat to
lift the charter of the FE if it did
not comply with the decision of the
CIO Executive Board.

The CIO Executive Board could
at 1ts next meeting vote to recom-
mend to the next CIO convention
that the charter of the FE be re-
voked, since only the CIO conven-
tion has the power to withdraw a

I‘@-©

charter from a CIO affiliate. But,
by voting such a recommendation
at an early date, the board could
in effect announce jn advance the
impending revocation of the FE
charter by the forthcoming con-
vention of the CIO,

WORKERS WARNED

Workers voting in National
Labor Relations Board elections
to choose between the FE and
the UAW-CIO would then stand
warned by the CIO Executive
Board that the FE was certain
to lose its CIO charter next fall.
The workers would then know
that they could only stay in the

Quit FE

CHICAGO, Ill.—Five members of
FE, Local 108 Executive Board an-
nounced their resignations in tele=
grams sent to Grant W. Oakes, In-
ternational President of the FE
Union, and Matthew Halas, Presi-«
dent of FE Local 108, which rep-
resents the employes of the Mec-
Cormick Works of the Interna-
tional Harvester Company in Chi-
cago, Ill.

The five officers were Casey
Czochara, Vice-President: Louis
Vogritz, Financial Secretary: Hil-
mon Simpson, Treasurer; Ralph
Mitchell, Publicity and Education
Director, and Harry Peterson,
Trustee, all of whom stated that
the purpose of their resignation

was to enable them to ‘“remain
loyal to CIO.”
CIO by voting for the UAWS-

CI0.

Petition Filed

for Votes at

John Deere, Allis-Chalmers

CHICAGO—Two more petitions for NLRB elections in farm

'implement plants were filed last month, it was announced here

by the Agrieultural Implement Department of the UAW-CIO.

Paul Miley,
CIO Region 2-A, filed the first pe-
tition in Cleveland, Ohio, Monday,
March 28, for an election among
the 1800 workers in the Allis-
Chalmers plant there.

They are now represented by
'E Local 613, but the whole lo-
cal is solid for the UAW-(CIO,
A strong majority has already
signed UAW-CIO cards, The con-
tract expires April 15,

The second petition was filed

director of UAW- @&

here in Chicago on behalf of the
John Deere plow workers in Mo-
line, Ill. FE Local 150 now holds
the contract there covering about
1,200 workers. The contract ex-
pires May 24,

Carl Moore, UAW-CIO represent-
ative in charge of the drive in the_
Quad-City area, said that workers
in the John Deere plow plant
would vote heavily for the UAW-
CIO when an election is ordered.
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This scene took place at the NLRB hearing in Chicago
March 29—out of which came agreement for an election in
the Harvester McCormick plant on April 19. Now repre-
sented by FE Local 108, the plant employs 6,000 workers,

Left to right are: Matt Halas, FE Local 108 President;
Charles Lawson, FE Chicago District Pregident; Tony Con-

nole, Assistant to UAW.CIO Vice-President Livingston:
Harold Cranefield, UAW-CIO Attorney; Pat Greathouse,
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UAW.CIO Region 4 Director; UAW-CIO Vice-President
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Livingston, Tony Spila, suspended Local 108 grievance
committee chairman; Victor R, Weber, suspended legislative
director of Local 108; Robert Edwards, rank and file Local
108 leader; and Walter Knych, suspended Local 108 griev-

ance committeeman.

All the suspended Local 108 officials, plus Edwards, are
actively supporting a merger of FE with UAW.CIO,

~Founltaln Fholo,
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Reuther Answers Publisher’s Old, Old Cry of ‘Socialism’

Pres. Walter P. Reuther replied in detail to an
attack on President Truman’s proposal to in-
crease the nation’s steel produecing capacity by
the MecGraw-Hill Publishing Company, publisher
of Business Week and other publications that de-
fend the greed and shorteomings of Big Business.
The McGraw-Hill attack was published in the
form of a full-page advertisement in daily news-
papers throughout the country. Reuther’s reply
was sent to all the papers that published the ad.

His reply was as follows:

The March 21 full-page MeGraw-Hill advertise-
ment in vours and other daily papers declares war
on the President’s proposal to encourage increased
steel eapacity. ‘‘Socialism’’ Mr. McGraw calls it,
saying that the recent election ‘“‘gave no mandate
for Socialism.”

The ad is described as ‘‘74th of a series.”’ Mr,
McGraw is too modest. His cry of ‘‘Socialism’’
belongs to a longer series than that. For more
than a hundred years every new proposal to safe-
guard or advance the welfare of people has had
the label ‘‘Socialism’’ pinned on it by those who
speak for wealth and power.

In the present case, however, there is so little
that is novel about the President’s proposal that
we must look further for explanation of the pain
it has caused in the bosom of Big Business.

NO NEW APPROACH

The idea that government lend money to as-
sist private industry to expand productive capae-
ity is literally steeped in American tradition.
Throughout our history government loans and
subsidies have aided the expansion of many great
industries. In our own day the RFC has made
direct loans to business totaling several billion
dollars, not counting defense loans and loans to
publie agencies. Herbert Hoover in 1932 launched
the RFC on its course of ‘‘Soeialism’ with huge
rescue loans to banks, insurance companies and
railroads.

Nor is it a novel proposal that the government
build additional steel capacity if no private en-
terprise can be found to do it. Industry generally,
and the steel industry in particular, refused to
provide the new plants required for winning the
war. The government had to econvinee industry
leaders that more plants were needed, had to
make loans and tax concessions to get industry
- to build plants, and still had to build the greater
part of them itself. President Truman knows this
well, for it was Senator Truman who exposed
their plans to prevent plant expansion in 1940
when the war emergency was upon us. Since the
war, industry has been glad to take these plants
off the government’s hands at a fraction of their

Packard Official Caught Lying,

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKER

cost—which, I suppose, is not ‘‘Socialism’’ but
‘““free’’ enterprise.

The President knows that industrial capacity
must keep pace with the nation’s needs for full
employment of a steadily growing labor force, so
we may enj)oy the increasing standard of living
made possible by an expanded and fully mobilized
economy. Many millions of Amerieans, by far
the majority, agree with the President that full
production and full employment, year after year,
are as vital to winning the peace as they were to
winning the war. And they will share his concern
about the future when they learn that the steel
industry is not keeping pace with our peacetime
needs. In the past ten years, manufacturing in-
dustry as a whole expanded capacity 56 per cent,
but steel only 15 per cent. For the next five years,
manufacturers plan to expand capacity 13 per
cent, but steel only three per cent. Mr. McGraw
might have put these facts in his ad, since they
are taken from a survey which his company has
just completed.

REAL REASONS

What, then, are the real reasons for the big
business reaction to the President’s proposal ?

Is it because the monopolies desire to keep sup-

plies scarce and prices and profits high? Is it be-
cause they fear the small competitors who might
come into these industries if they could get gov-
ernment loans to help them build plants?

Or is their protest part of a campaign to per-
suade Congress to take taxes off the eorporations
and put them on the people? There is good rea-
son to suspeet that the cry of ‘‘Socialism’’ is a
tear-gas barrage laid down to mask a drive to
cut corporation taxes and to fix up the law so
they can charge off against taxes in five years
any new plants they build.

SEEK TAX SHIFT

" Big Business wants to continue living in the
manner to which it has been accustomed. Con-
sumers have been made to pay prices which not
only cover production costs plus a profit, but also
provide large capital funds for expansion. Now,
with lower profits in sight, the champions of large
enterprises want to switech from the consumer to
the small taxpayer as their source of ‘‘costless
capital.”” What tax concessions they win the rest
of us will have to pay. Sales taxes are the most
likely means of socking it to us.

These tax-dodging spokesmen of industry ery
““Socialism’ with poor grace against the Presi-
dent’s proposal that the government, like a good
banker, offer honest loans to those who want to
expand. As compared with tax subsidies, the
President’s proposal is a shining model of free
enterprise. It might give a break to businessmen
who hive the courage and the imagination to in-
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vade monopoly-controlled industries which now
hide behind their no-trespassing signs: ‘‘Private
Enterprise. Keep Out.”

STILL LOOKING FOR DEPRESSION

Congress has an immediate responsibility to
consider the President’s proposal and to examine
the Big-Business objections to it. It would check
the report that in 1948 manufacturers did not
find investment uses for all the profits they re-
tained after taxes. It should ascertain whether
plans for expansion are based on the expectation
of full employment year after year or are based
on the belief that economic depression will soon
again throw millions of people out of work.

The President’s proposal rejects the idea that
depressions are inevitable, He along with the
majority of the American people believes that
depressions are man-made and that we have the
democratic right to expeet our government to
act to avoild depressions with their mass unem-
ployment and their tragic human and economic
waste. Maintaining full employment, declared as
national policy in the Employment Act of 1946,
1§ vital to the achievement of economic democracy
and to the preservation of our political democ-
racy.

PEOPLE MEAN NOTHING

But it is becoming daily more clear that there
are people in positions of great economic power
who neither believe in nor desire full employment
at the increasingly higher standard of living made
possible by improved technology. They show no
concern over the present increase in the ranks of
the unemployed. They draw comfort from the
so-called ‘‘balance’’ between supply and demand.
It means nothing to them that by throwing people
out of work and drying up purchasing power we
are getting into balance by bringing demand down
to supply instead of building supply up to de-
mand. This is the short road back to booms and
busts. Any one who invites us to travel that road
1s leading us to disaster. The private iron curtain
of momnopoly that keeps these basic economic
facts from the people is as great a threat to our
freedom as those forces that threaten us from
behind the iron curtain of the Cominform.

The question which the President has raised is
much too important to be disposed of by screams-
ing ‘‘Socialism.’’ If steel and other basic indus-
tries are not expanding capacity by enough to
make full employment possible year after year,
the people need to know that and the people need
to know what the government is going to do
about it.

Sincerely yours,
WALTER P. REUTHER,
President, UAW-CIO.

—

CHRYSLER "MERIT PLAN'
HIT IN NLRB COMPLAINT

The Chrysler Corporation has® =

~ Is Arrested and Held for Trial

Walter Upthegrme Packard Mo-
tor Car Company Unemployment
Compensation Director, will be
tried for lying and misrepresenta-
tion in an illegal excess of zeal to
save pénnies for his employer at
the expense of an ill workman.

Upthegrove was arrested on a
warrant issued by the Wayne
County (Detroit) Prosecuting At-
torney’s office following a request
by A. L. Zwerdling, UAW Associate
Counsel. A plea of innocent was
entered for him by the Court when
Upthegrove stood mute when ar-
raigned before Recorder’s J udge
Gerald W. Groat.

The Packard official had been
cited earlier for making false state-
ments and misrepresentations be-
fore the Michigan Unemployment
Compensation Commission in a case
involving a request for benefits
filed by a Packard worker who lost
his job because of epileptic seiz-
ures.

The claim was blocked by Up-
thegrove, who tried to obtain a
disqualification by testifying under
oath that the claimant had been
discharged for misconduct.

When the company records were
subpoenaed, it was shown on a pay-
roll clearance form that the claim-
ant had not been discharged, but
had been voluntarily separated.

The reco;ds further disclosed nu-

merous other aspects of Upthe—

|

grove’s fraudulent actions.
&

In_ asking the Prosecuting At-
torney for a warrant, Zwerdling
pointed out that the UAW is ask-
ing for some semblance of equal
treatment under the MUCC Act
for an employer representative
guilty of fraud.

“It is almost a weekly occur-
rence for workers to be sentenced
under the Act for obtaining a few
dollars of benefits fraudulently,”
Zwerdling said.

“UAW does not defend such
workers and has never appeared
in any such case, but UAW does
demand equal treatment under the
law for employers as well as em-
ployes.

“This Commission (MUCC) is al-
lowing Upthegrove, convicted as a
perjurer by its Referee, to con-
tinue to practice before it today
despite our protests. LLast week the
Commission refused the request of
Walter Reuther (UAW President)
for a meeting to discuss the Upthe-
grove case with them.

“At the same time it demon-
strated its contempt for equal
rights for employer and worker by
sending this same Referee to Percy
Jones Hospital to try a bedridden

veteran on the charge of receiving

GM Held Guilty
In Trust Case

CHICAGO—General Motors was
among 14 corporations and individ-

uals convicted of anti-trust charges
by a jury in federal court here.
The companies were guilty of “‘con-
spiring to monopolize trade and
commerce in the purchasing of
buses, tires, tubes and petroleum
products.”

The suit was directed against the
National City Lines, which oper-
ates buses in several states, but
charges of monopoly were also
made against GM, Firestone Tire
and Rubber Company, Phillips Pe-
troleum Corporation, Standard Oil
Company of California, the Mack
Manufacturing Co. and others.

less than a week’s benefits fraudu-
lently,” Zwerdling concluded.

Unemployment compensation rep-
resentatives from Ford Local 600,
West Side Local 174, Chrysler Lo-
cal 7, Packard Local 190, Tool and
Die Local 155, and Mike Novak,
president of Wayne County CIO
Council, were present at the re-
guest for a warrant hearing.

been charged by the UAW-CIO
with engaging in unfair labor prac-
tices in a complaint filed with the
National Labor Relations Board, it
was announced by Norman Mat-
thews, UAW Chrysler Department
Director.

The union charged that the cor-
poration’s “merit plan” of granting
certain individual pay increases
and denying others without any
notice to or consultation with the
UAW as the recognized collective
bargaining agency had resulted ip
a number of specified violations of
the National Labor Relations Act.

The complaint -also said the cor-
poration had refused to bargain
with the union concerning its pro-
posal for “substitution of collective
bargaining procedures for unilat-
eral actions of the corporation.”
Chrys‘lers refusal to bargain on
individual pay increases, it was
charged, followed _ “a general pat-
tern of conduct” as an alleged
“plan” of “merit increases.”

Matthews said, “The Chrysler
merit plan as it has been put into
practice represents a direct at-
tempt to bypass the union, to
weaken its position and to deny its
status as sole collective bargaining
agency. The so-called merit plan
also gives rise to an unlimited num-
ber of cases of favoritism on one
hand and discrimination on the
other, It has resulted, in many
cases, in the denial of the principle
of equal pay for equal work.”

F oundrymen to

Meet in May

A National Foundry Conference
for UAW-CIO locals will be held in
Cleveland, May 27 to 29, it was an-
nounced by Vice-President Richard

| Gosser, director of the UAW Foun-

dry Council.
All locals composed of foundry
workers will be present, but other

UAW locals which include foundry
workers are urged to send dele-
gates to the Cleveland meeting. A
National Accident Prevention bill,
suggested by previous foundry
workers’ meetings of the UAW,
will be presented to the Cleveland
conference for approval, Vice-Pres-
ident Gosser states. Congressman
Thomas Burke, UAW member from
Toledo, intends to introduce the
bill after the foundry conference
has a look at it.

In calling the Cleveland meeting,
Vice-President Gosser remarks that
“a great deal of competition pre-
vails in the foundry industry, and
working conditions tolerated by
foundry workers are far below the
expected standard enjoved by most
auto workers.” The UAW intends
to push ‘its efforts to “improve the
lot of the foundry workers through
their union,” he concluded.
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Visiting European Unionists Like

American Labor; Shocked by U.S. Slums

Top leaders from unions in Sweden, Italy and Germany vis-#

ited the UAW International offices and local unions last month.
They were impressed by the size of American industry and the
militance of the American labor movement. But all were aston-
ished at slums, the insecurity of werkers, and the absence of

health protection in the United States,

Even from the shambles of Ber-@

lin, German union and Social Dem-
ocratic leaders stood before the
slums of Detroit amazed by rickety
homes in the land of plenty.

The Italians and Swedes showed
the same surprise. For most of
them, this was their first visit to
America. Many notions about the
American wonderland were swept
away by what they saw with their
OwWn eyes,

Unemployment and labor strife
are gone in Sweden. The Swedish
labor leaders nodded sympatheti-
cally at stories about labor’s fight
with management in this country.
Their guide, Jim Tamoor of UAW
L.ocal 600, told them about the
bloody battle of the River Rouge
overpass. "I was 1n jall 30 times In
scraps with company police and
spies,” Tamoor related. =

SWEDEN’S MIDDLE ROAD

Per Osterberg, secretary of the
Swedish” Federation of Trade Un-
ions, stated that violence disap-
peared from Sweden forty years
ago. Ed Mattson, tall, warm-heart-
ed head of Sweden’s Miners’ Union,
was In the early struggle of Amer-
ican labor himself. An ex-Wobbly
in the days of Big Bill Haywood,
Mattson worked in the Idaho cop-
per mines.

Today, Mattson explained heart-
ily, Swedish labor has a majority
in Parliament through the Social
Democratic Party. Strikes are a
thing of the past, workers live in
spacious housing projects, and
large families even get rent re-
bates from the government if they
have more than four children.
Workers buy groceries, clothing,
and about everything they need
from cooperative stores which they
own themselves. The labor move-
ment and the Social Democrats
operate 34 daily newspapers. Out
of Sweden’s six million people, ev-
ery fourth person is a union mem-
ber.

LEARN ABOUT (CI0O

The German and Italian leaders
were 1mpressed by the UAW’s FM
radio station. They felt this sta-
tion could sidestep the lies of the

distortions of the commercial radio |

and press. Many of the Germans
and Italians were ignorant of the
CIO. Free unions went under-
ground during the Hitler and Mus-

Edwards Blocks
Utility Hike

Detroit consumers will not pay
increased rates for gas and elec-
tricity if Common Council Presi-
dent George Edwards has his way.

Edwards last month blocked rate
increases approved by the Michi-
gan Public Service Commission
which, he charged, “tumbled over
itself to grant the utilities’ re-
quest.” Edwards urged a longer
and more careful look at the whole
picture, including a strong recom-
mendation that the courts should
be given an opportunity to deter-
mine the legality of other already
granted increases before agreeing
to still more.

Edwards pointed out that Detroit
EEdison had already received two
rate increases, and that the utility
had been granted more in the com-
mission’s order in January than it
had asked for. He went on to say
that the company had “an excel-
lent record of _earnings for its
stockholders” and that its costs
had been reduced by lower costs
for coal and fuel oil.

The Common Council was ap-
parently set to approve the in-
creases without argument when
Edwards acted to protect the con-
sumers’ interests,

solini dictatorship when the AFL
was dominant here. They listened
attentively to accounts of the rise
of the CIO during the past fifteen
yvears and were eager to hear about
CIO political action.

The future of the Ruhr — heart
of European industry — was a big
worry to the German Social Dem-
ocrats and labor leaders. They felt
only labor trusteeship could pre-
vent a new base for dictatorship in
that rich area. If the Ruhr returns
to- private owners, who prospered
under Hitler, aggression against
the free world may break out
again. The German leaders urged
American labor to support German
labor to keep the Ruhr under the
watchful eyes of German workers.

PRAISE ERP
Glovanni Canini is a top official

124 for no union.

—

VERMONTERS
JOIN UAW

UAW Local Union 999 has been

ichartered following an NLRB elec-

tion at the Burlington, Vermont,
General Electric plant, it was an-
nounced last month by Charles
Kerrigan, Region 9-A Director.

The vote was 184 for UAW and
International
Representative Scotty Hill directed
the organization of the plant.

Page 11

UAW Wins GM Election

The UAW-CIO last month con-
tinued to expand along with the
General Motors Corporation as
workers at GM’s big Chevrolet
Cleveland Parma plant gave the
UAW a lopsided vote in an NLRB

representation election.

i‘ Of 1,053 valid votes, 836 cast their

 ballots for UAW, 184 for the AFL,
and 33 voted for neither,

The eleventh GM plant in Re-
gion 2-A, it is expected to be the
largest, with a working force of up
to 10,000, according to Regional
Director Paul E. Miley. The plant

will be used in part for the manu-

facture of Chevrolet automatic
transmissions.

Major credit for effective organ-
ization work was given to an in-
plant committee which included
James C, Romano, Andrew Seman,
John Hamper, Ross Portale, Joe
Terrano, Louis Orban, William
Chapman, John Pafford, Norman
Mueller, Lawrence McClure, John
E. Forman, Arthur Konschak, Joe
McCarthy, Gerald Snowden, Kief-
fer Garner, William L. Hurst, Ed-
ward W, Rauch, Norman W. Jaco-
by, Nickolas Pope and William
Fisher.

International Representatives
LLouis Ress, John Troeter, Charles
Mobley and Harry Delin assisted in
the drive.
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in the Italian Labor Federation and
a leading non-Communist who be-
longs to the Saragat Socialist
Party. He praised the Marshall
Plan and reported it was popular

among the Italian workers. At l:he&1

same time, Canini urged great vig-
ilance by free labor in Italy and
the United States. “The Marshall
Plan must not become an imperial-
ist tool,” Canini insisted, “and the
American labor movement can
help keep the European Recovery
Program on the road to democratic
reconstruction.”

All the European labor delega-
tions expressed their hope that in-
ternational ties between workers
in free nations and free unions
would improve. They are excited
by the new political awakening in
the American labor movement, and
are grateful to organized labor in
this country for its efforts to keep
ERP free from Big Business domi-
nation.
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delegation from the British Amalgamated Engineers’ Union. Also on board was their coun-
tryman, British Foreign Becretary Ernest Bevin, on his way to the U, 8. to sign the North
Atlantic Pact. Seated, from left: Hector McN eil, Asst. Foreign Sec'y; Miss Winnie Badde-
ley; Mr, Bevin; W, H. 8tokes, Standing, from left: Percy McNally, Patrick Connor, Daniel
Lewis, Isaac Mooney, David Forsyth and Robert Irvine,

German trade union visitors attend a Detroit PAC rally.
Spokesman for the group, center, shakes hands with Michi-
gan Governor G. Mennen Williams, left, and UAW President
Walter Reuther,

WDET-FM Program Schedule for April
101.9 Megacycles On Your FM Dial Channel 270
NEWS AND WEATHER FORECAST EVERY HOUR
ON THE HALF-HOUR
On the air 3-10 p. m. Monday through Friday
8 a. m.-10 p. m. Saturday and Sunday
SUNDAY
8:00 Organ Classics 2:35 Opera Matinee
8:30 Radio Chapel 3:30 Gilbert & Sullivan
9:00 Cosmopolitan Program Concert
(In Italian) 4:30 Great Books Discussion
10:00 Cosmopolitan Program 9:00 Lest We Forget These
(In Polish) Great Americans
11:00 Cosmopolitan Program 2:13 You and Your City—
(In Jewish) George Edwards
11:55 Around the Town 0:30 Choral Concert
12:00 String Classics 0:99 Around the Town
12:30 Your Washington 6:00 Keyboard Masters—
Correspondent Sponsored by Smiley
12:45 Betty Hicks’ Sports Brothers
Fairway 6:30 Labor Views the News—
1:00 Music We Love Guy Nunn of UAW
1:35 Community Clinic—Dis- 6:45 Embassy Row
cussions on inequalities 7:00 Footlight Parade
of opportunity 7:30 Operation UN
2:00 So You Want to Stay 8:00 Detroit Public Library
Married Symphony
2:15 Yesterdays
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
3:00 Cosmopolitan Program 6:30 Labor Views the News—
(In Polish) Guy Nunn of UAW
3:30 Cosmopolitan Program 6:45 A Tapestry in Melody
(In Italian) 7:00 Music You Want
4:00 US Armed Forces Pro- 7:45 European Information
grams Programs
4:15 A Woman's World—Lela 8:00 Detroit Public Library
Bingham Symphony
4:45 Music from the Movies 9:00 Music of the Theater—
4:55 Around the Town Mon. through Thurs,
0:00 Story Time Uof M Student Forum
0:30 The Vocal Touch Fridays
0:45 . Sports Roundup 9:35 Serenade for Strings
6:00 Intermezzo—Dinner
Music
SATURDA
8:00 Tie Toe Tunes 3:30 Melodiec Strings
9:00 Americena 4:00 Plano Patterns
10:00 Rhythm and Reason 4:30 Tropicana
10:15 US Navy Band 4:55 Around the Town
10:30 Young Americans' Town 0100 ‘.l:r:.f. Corner
Hall 0:30 Time Was
11:30 Spotlite on Song 2:145 Sports Roundup
11:55 Around the Town 6:00 Intermezzo—Dinner
12:00 Luncheon Serenade Music
12:45 David Felton, Counsellor 0:30 Labor Views the News
1:00  Marine Story Guy Nunn of UAW
1:15 You and Your Health-— 6:45 A Tapestry in Melody
Det, Dept, of Health 7:00 All Time Favorites
1:35 Music In the Modern 45  Invitation to the Waltz
Manner 8100 Detroit Public Library
2:30 Understanding Muslie sSymphony
1100 U of M Band Rehearsal 9:00 Ballroom of the Alr
(Clip and Save)
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EDUCATION DEPT.
ISSUES 3 NEW
PUBLICATIONS

Three new publications, pre-
pared by the UAW Education De-
partment, are off the press. They
include a collection of education
ideas, a handbook for the record-
ing secretary and a booklet of
facts about labor’'s struggle with
the Harvester monopoly. These
publications are now ready for dis-
tribution among union officers and
members.

(1) Building the Union is a

thick, readable collection of arti-|

cles from Ammunition. All of the
best stories from dAmmunition dur-
ing the past two years are here.
There 1s material to help shop

stewards find their way around the |
job. Pages of ideas to improve un- |

ion meetings and educational pro-
grams are included.

All of the new educational tech-
niques used in local meetings are
described in this valuable collec-
tion. There is a list of films which
the UAW supplies local unions.
Ideas for getting high school and
women's auxiliaries more active in
the local are mentioned. The latest
information on using radio and
movies is explained in detail.

Every union officer and educa-
tion committeeman can use a copy
of this publication, called a “one
volume encyclopedia, with 1deas
and programs for UAW education.”

(2) What Does the Recording
Secretary Do? is a handbook for
the local union recording secretary.
It will help the secretiry keep
track of his many duties. There
are good hints to get the work
done. The jobs assigned to the
recording secretary are listed and
described. A lot of help is offered
to simplify many of these respon-
sibilities.

(3) Dear Harvester Employee is |

a booklet addressed to workers in
the Harvester plants. It is filled
with real stories about the' growth
and power of this huge monopoly.
The common _interest of farmers
and workers is traced.

Skilled Trades
Developments

Developments affecting tool and
die workers, maintenance workers
and design engineers have been an-
nounced by Vice-President Richard
Gosser, director of the UAW Skilled
Trades Department.

1. Tool and die organization will
get a push from two new repre-
sentatives added to the Competi-
tive Shop Department, where they
will be under the direction of the
Skilled Trades Department.

2. Maintenance workers are still
bothered by continuous “seven-day
operation.” This question was close-
ly studied by the recent meeting of
the International Executive Board,
which urged local unions to tackle
the question in their contract ne-
gotiations.

3. Design Engineers have been
conducting meetings through the
Designing Engineers Council to
discuss how pension plans can be
adapted to new contracts up for
negotiation. Some salaried engi-
neers are already covered by pen-
sion plans, but a committee is
working with the UAW Social Se-
curity Department to work out a
solution.

UAW WINS FINAL UNIT

IN FORD PLANT RUN-OFF

The UAW-CIO was chosen as the
bargaining agency at the Ford Mo-
tor Co., forge plant, Canton, Ohio,

iIn a run-off election March 16. The
vote was 66 for the UAW and 35
for the Die Sinkers Conference.
There were 103 eligible to vote.

In the original election, Jan. 6,
there were two ballots, one for the
production employes and the sec-
ond for the skilled workmen. In
the latter contest there were 48
votes cast for the Die Sinkers
Council and 43 for the UAW, with
five for no union, and two ballots
were challenged. The NLRB offi-
cial]s conducting the election de-
clared it a no-contest because

neither union obtained a majority
and ordered the recent election.

However, on the first ballot in

the Jan. 6 election, the UAW de-
feated the AFL, 859 to 68, for the
right to represent the production
employes.
4 The drive was led by John Fitz-
patrick of Local 600, Detroit. Mr.
Fitzpatrick was sent by the Detroit
local to assist in bringing the die
sinkers of the Canton plant with
other die sinkers in the country
into the UAW.

International Vice-President Rich-
ard Gosser assigned Louis Ress of
the Skilled Trades Department and
Alfred Granakis of the Die Cast
Department to help in the drive.

B-W COUNCIL
OKAYS PROGRAM

The LIAW Borg-Warner Council
approved the contract negotiating
policies of the UAW for 1949 at a
recent meeting in Chicago. Vice-
President Richard Gosser, director
of UAW Borg-Warner Department,
presented the UAW program for
health and pension provisions in

new contracts for the council dele-
gates.

Borg-Warner plants were cov-
ered by the national wage pattern
of the UAW for the first time in
1948. Council delegates in Chicago
agreed that all agreements® with
Borg-Warner will be approved by
the Borg-Warner Department of
the UAW before they are signed.

Bargaining rights have been won
at the Borg-Warner plant in Mem-
phis, Tenn. Organizational work is
under way at the Long Manufac-
turing Company, Windsor, Canada,
Spring Division, Bellwood, Ill., and
Ingersoll Stove, Ellwood City, Pa.
—all of them Borg-Warner subsid-
iaries.
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Lauds Skating Meet

“You are doing a fine thing for
the youth of America,” wrote Al J.
Hamilton, secretary of the Ohio
Skating Association, to UAW Pres-
ident Walter Reuther in a recent
letter commending the UAW-CIO
championship skating meet in Lan-
sing.

The Ohio skating group sent 17
top-ranking skaters to the Lansing
meet and wrote President Reuther,
“We hope you make this an annual
affair.”

A copy of the following telegram ad-
dressed to Grant Oakes was received

by Walter Reuther, March 25, 1949,
irom .Philip Murray, President of
the Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions: Ko

““Mr, Grant Oakes, President
United Farm Equipment Workers of America

110 S. Canal Street
Chicago 6. Illinois

"I sincerely regret that ecircumstances over which I
have no control will preclude the possibility of my par-
ticipation in your convention. If I were privileged to at-
tend, I would urge your delegates to accept the decision of
the Executive Board of the Congress of Industrial Organ-
izations in urgently insisting upon a final consummation of
the amalgamation ¢f the Farm Equipment Workers’ Union
and the United Automobile Workers. This eof necessity
would require, ypon the basis of voluntary agreement, the
relinquishment of your charter as a national organization
affiliated to the Congress of Industrial Organizations. The
record of this controversary dates back to some time dur-
ing July, 1945. The Executive Board, acting upon this
Important jurisdictional question on the date of July 14,
1945, adopted a resolution which, by almost unanimous de-
cision, insisted upon the consummation of this amalgama-
tion upon the basis suggested by the CIO Executive Board
at 1ts meeting held in the city of Portland, Oregon, on Sat-
urday, November, 27; 1948. In the interest of the workers
employed in the farm equipment industry, and in behalf
of the membership of the Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions, I am again appealing ‘to the membership of your
union through- your convention to approve the action of
the Congress of Industrial Organizations in this matter.

““Pursuant to the decision of the CIO Executive Board
at 1ts meeting on November 27, 1948, I selected a committee
composed of Vice-Presidents Rieve and Curran and Execu-
tive Board Member Potofsky to conduct hearings in the
city of Chicago and make recommendations to the forth-
coming meeting of the CIO Executive Board. This commit-
tee 1s prepared to make recommendations to implement the
decision of the CIO Executive Board.

““The eeonomic well-being of your membership and the
discontinuance of the turmoil in your union is contingent
upon-your convention’s \t'il]ingness to accept the decision
of your parent body.

““‘In the event you act favorably upon this matter at your
convention, the CIO, as an interested party, will exercise
its influence with both organizations to see that a proper
amalgamation of both organizations is brought about, fully
protecting the interests of the workers involved, as is pro-
vided for in the CIO Executive Board resolution.

““If unfavorable action is taken by the convention, cal-
culated to continue and further intensify the turmoil in
your organization, the CIO Executive Board at its next
meeting will be required to take proper action—which, of
course;s will be 1n conformity with. the provisions of our
CIO constitution—to establish harmony by carrying out
the provisions of the resolution of the Executive Board of
the Congress of Industrial Organizations.

““I am forwarding a copy of this communication to the
office of President Reuther.”’

PHILIP MURRAY, President,
Congress of Industrial Organizations.

Marech 24, 1949
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. Here is Local 980’s basketball team—champions of the Senior Industrial League, Plain-
field, N. J. From left, kneeling: Talmadge, Trim Dept.; Donoghue, Prod. Control; Buckie-
wicz, Plant Engineering; Bauer, General Stores; Gier, Trim Dept. Standing, from left: John
McIntyre, asst. coach and Local Union President; Chavis, Paint Dept.; Jordan, General
Stores; LaMonda, Chassis Dept.; Fisher, Paint Dept.; Grillo, Paint Dept.; Jack Fitzpatrick,
Recreational Director and Coach. |




