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SHINGTON T
House subcommittee hear-
ings on social securify were
biased and put the enftire
program in “grave dan-
eer,” Arthur J. Altmeyer,
social security administra-
tor from 1935 until he was
fired by the Eisenhower
regime, told the committee.
Other critiecs charged the
hearings were attempts to
find out how to wreck the

system, not improve it.
—Photo from LPA
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The cost of living zoomed to another all-time high in
|October. With the new jump came a two-cent hourly in-
crease in the wages of more than a million UAW-CIO
members covered by escalator contract clauses. : -

The October figure, announced by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics November 25, was up to 115.4 per cent of 1947-49
prices. Prices were higher on housing, clothing, goods and
services, medical care, personal care and recreation. Food

prices were down slightly.

. The UAW-CIO, as usual, pointed to the danger of more
mﬂatmn rather than registering satisfaction with a wage|
increase which, as President Walter P. Reuther pointed out,
1 increase in purchasing power

“does not represent any rea

E

- Reuther said tbé}t continued rises in the cost of living|
o have penalized millions of families unprotected by union
. escalator contract provisions” and that the “effect on fami- _
# =  lies living on fixed incomes continues to be tragic.”

; “With ever-increasing danger signs pointing to a soften-|
ing of our economy in the immediate future,” Reuther de-
clared, ‘‘thi§ continued eating away at consumer purchasing
power becomes an even greater threat than in the past.
:I‘he present need is for lower prices to expand markets
instead of higher prices designed to maintain profit totals in

the face of shrinking sales.

__ “There is no justifiable basis for continued inflation. The
still upward spiralling prices point to a failure on the part
of the National Administration to live up to promises made
during the Presidential campaign. Among the major victims
of this failuré are the farmers,
bejcween falling prices for farm products and high and rising
prices for manufactured goods.” '

UAW Delegates Meet Farmer;
_ Find His Problems are Theirs

WASHINGTON—Delegates to the UAW Full Employ-ﬁ.

ment Conference got acquainted with a dirt farmer and
found his welfare closely tied in with their fight for job op-

portunities.

»

- The farmer, Robert Olson, admitted he was amazed
when the UAW-CIO asked him to come to Washington, as

the guest .of the Union. Mrs.
were so impressed by the#

chance that they agreed to
do the chores on their 310-
acre dairy farm near Waseca,
Minnesota, so she could go

with him.

PROSPER TOGETHER

She confined that the neigh-
bors look to her husband for

leadership in their common
flght against declining farm
prices. Olson’'s voice became

husky when he told delegates—
from the platform-—of his grati-
tude to find that workers 1In
America know that the farmers’
fight is their fight, too.

“Let us remember,” he said,
“that labor and agriculture are
joined together economically as
close as any Siamese twins. If
one falls, the other will also
fall. One cannot survive at the
expense of the other.”

If the present rate of decline
In farm prices continues, the
farmer will fall, he added.

“I can tell you in all sincerity

(Seeretary of Agriculture) Ben-
san Plan prevails—that is, the
sliding scale and the elimination
of all price supports from agri-

cultural products, and we farm-|

ers are again forced to sell
according to the old law of sup-
ply and demand — to revert to
the law of the jungle, we shall
again see the unemployed walk-
ing the streets of our cities and
towns looking for work and find-
ing none.

FARM WOES SPREAD

“Every depression this nation
has experienced started from or
in the rural areas,” he warned.

“When our dollar return from |

our product begins to shrink it
is first felt on Main Street. And
from our stores on Main Street
the arteries from the heart of
industry dry up causing minor
unemployment to a few at first
—-until a chain reaction sets in
and entire factories are closed.

“Our national economy fis

Olson reports that neighbors

B =z |

Parity Price

WASHINGTON—Robert Ol-
son, Minnesota dairy farmer,
charged that the cost of main-
taining farm prices has been
greatly exaggerated by the De-
partment of Agriculture. Here
are statistics he produced:

Since 1939, maintaining 90
per cent parity for dairy prod-
ucts has cost an average of
12 cents a year for each per-
son in the country. ,

The average cost per person
for grain price supports has
been 40 cents a year.

like a dike built to keep the
rivers from overflowing. Once
a breach is made, the rushing
flood waters will carry away
the protection, and the result

is chaos.

“We farmers are proud and
grateful that the CIO Unions
recognize this danger to our na-
tional economy and ,are fighting
for 100 per cent of parity.”

Olson drew rousing applause
from delegates from unemploy-
ment-ridden locals in the Agri-
cultural implement industry
when he ripped into Secretary
of Agricultural Ezra Taft
Benson. |

LEARNED LESSON

“We farmers are ‘blessed,” ™ he
said, “with a modern day Moses
who is intent on leading Agri-
culture out of the bullrushes
with his bibical phraseology. He
concern ourselves whether or not
we can make a profit on our
investment and work. He in-
forms us we should look at the
spiritual value of farming. Try
that sometime on your landlord.”

Olson pointed out that dur-
ing the campaign President
Eisenhower has promised 100
per cent of parity. In the 10

__UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKER

the

straight from his heart.
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who are caught in the squeeze

Small Size of Foundries
Keeps UAW Reps on Run

MILWAUKEE—UAW-CIO International Representatives or-
ganizing the foundry industry assert they have to move iast to
get the job done. Figures presented at the UAW’s annual National
Foundry Council Conference here back that up.

An extensive survey of the industry in the United States and
Canada revealed that of 5,387 foundries in the United States, only
322 employ more than 250 employees; foundries employing less
than 20 workers, represent 45 per cent of existing feundries, and
shops employing less than 50 workers represent 67 per cent of
| all foundries. | |

~ Here’s the breakdown on the industry according to the num-
ber of employes: |

SIZE OF FOUNDRIES US. CANADA TOTAL

UAW Conference
Second Honeymoon

For qumer's Wife Emp}oygng inéglo' 2,5020 esdes @~ 28 D) 12
WASHINGTON—Like millions. mploying 1,000 to 2,499 .... 45 9 45
of other farm folks, Mr. and Mrs.| Imbloiins 250 't 499 ... 250 - =

827

44

583

Robert Olson can’t spend much| Employing 100 to 249 .......

time away from home. Chores Employing 50 to0 99 ...cccc0e 50 93 843
keep them on the farm at least] Employing 20 to0 49 ...ccc0.. 1196 13238
a part of every day. Employing less than 20 ..... 2435 203 2690
When Olson was asked to rep-
resent the nation’s dirt farmexl')s 5387 551 5938
The survey was conducted by the UAW Foundry Department

at the UAW Full Employment
Cpnference, he wanted to take
his wife with him. That seemed

under the direction of Vice President Richard T. Gosser. Despite
the obstacles of organizing hundreds of small plants, the foundry
drive will continue. ‘
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The Olsons have been married
25 years' T‘}ley have -four Chi]-" R e R SR
dren and an 18month-old grand-| & | e
child. The extended weekend in| &
Washington was the longest that
Mrs. Olson has been away from
farm and the furthest she
has traveled out of the state in
all those years.

But she did not appear the
least bit abashed as she sat in
the platform in the massive Ho-| &
tel Statler ball room. With quiet
dignity, she watched her husband
give a talk which clearly came

The amazement came when
workers surrounded her and her
husband after the talk to pepper
them with questions about farm
life; sympathize with them about| iz = 2 S i . T SRR e s
farm problems_ ........................ - R 05 L0 SR oo

And at dinner that night, four
delegates sent a bottle of cham-| i $asagegs - oo s i i
e Tt N o g Eomie S R

Her eyes twinkled. “Just won-
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months since then the farmer
has learned a lesson in politics,
he said. |
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h@ld on AugUSt 14th f ou nd 87 e KAt SRS | A : .' R e

fotmentstThjs a“r;;is a: re‘fog[: 36115 o - = N t coln’s Me

e S O o e ] part of their quick tour of the Nation’s Capitol fol-
lowing Olson’s talk at the UAW Full Employment Con=- '

farm philosophy of the Demo- - .
.| ference. Olson, a dirt farmer, commented that neither

cratic Party under the great
velt, Harry Truman and Charles| farmers nor workers are getiing the justice which Lin-
coln so earnestly sought.
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While pointing out that employment is beginning to
falter in many areas of industry, the resolution adopted by
the conference made it clear that the UAW-CIO does not
share the defeatist attitude of the “little men in big busi-
ness’’ that a depression is inevitable.

“A depression, or even a ‘little recession,’” said the
resolution, ‘“can be avoided if positive, constructive action
is taken to avoid it. We believe it to be the duty of the UAW-
CIO to be aware of thef | - ey o o U e el i e e gl es i d e R e e
danger of a depression, to| 2. Adequate educational oppor-| SEESEREEE R L 8 0
to give constructive leader-|tunities for every American child| S ST s aniion a0 ol 0
ship to our members and to through a much enlarged Federal

make known the danger, an d program of aid to education that
_ . =

: . {would improve educational facili-
the people of this country inf{tjes pay adequate salaries to

support of the *steps_ that |teachers, develop a health service
must be taken to aveid the
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for children and other measures.| fi e & = o8 = &8

NEED BUYING POWER for all the American people by s
The key to American pros-|mPementing the practical andj. = 8 S48 =~ o

perity, the conference emphas- constructive recommgndatlon - = = @ e

ized, is sufficient buying power|t¢ report of the President’s Com-

in the hands of those who will| Mission on the Health Needs of

spend it. the Nation, published in January,|

“Our pi'oblem iIs the age-old 1923.A e
problem of the people just not | * A Safe and adequate highway

; b tem
having the purchasing power {>YSveIm. A
to buy the things we know 5. An end to America’s park-

how to make in our factories |N& headaches, ,
and produce on our farms,” | 6. Development of river valley

UAW President Walter P. Reu- authorities along the lines of TVA

the Statler Hotel. ‘
ther said in his keynote speech |t° control floods and develop our
to the conference. “We have |'“30Urces.

i maaeecn o DL TQOT |dle Workers
now a $370 billion production |. 1. End d.ls crimination on the - = - '
machine—a supersonic jet job. [JOP front through the enactment 4] | ¢ |
' of Fair practices legislation at|@§ e po e I n “rv ey _
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dent Walter P, Reuther d rence in Washingion hear UAW
President Walter P. Reuther deliver the keynote talk in the mammoth ballroom of

N e

But it is going to get us into .

trouble ifgwe gdon’tg develop a the national, state and local level

jet distribution machine that "’;ll.th adequate enforcement ma-|

will keep abreast of that jet |©'."CIY. c e

production machine. 2 8. Full equity for working far-
mers through the enactment of

““The efforts we make on the{™ q _
legislative front and the efforts]?? adequate Kederal farm pro-
gram by Congress.

we make on the collective bar-| 9 : !
gaining front to bring purchas-{ - An increase in the benefits

ing power into balance with pro- {and extension of unemployment
ductive power is the key to the]ComPpensation fo provide (a) Max-

whole question of full employ- imum benefits of from 65 to 85 1 | 1 ' s
i ar‘?ll et oy PIOY-1 her cent of the state or nationa]|10C21 unions- Returns were received from 881 out of approxi

POLITICAL FIGHT. TOO average wage, whichever is|ately 1,200 local unions and covered 1,578 plants. Al-

“That means,” Reuther con-|hig8her; (b) substantial increase;t!l?ugh incpmple.te, union of-* _
tinued, “that we have got to fight| the number of weeks benefits ficials estimated that the|employment problem in the auto-

in Washington, in every state|3r® Paid; (c) elimination of un-{local unions responding to mobile, agricultural implement,
capital, on the legislative front reasonable disqualifications, ex-|the survey represent over 90 ailrcraft and supplier industries

Employment in the industries covered by the UAW-.
CIO has declined by about a quarter of a million since the
1953 employment peak, it was revealed this month at a
meeting in Washington of the Union’s International
Executive . Board, which preceded the UAW’s Full Em-
ployment Conference. e

-The figures made public by the Board are based on a

survey conducted by the International Union through its

i,

“ have an agreement with msy

as political citizens; and we have
to work and fight at the cellective

tended waiting periods and other
penalties.

percent of the union’s total
membership in the United

is obscured by government fig-
ures on overall national employ-

husband . . . my new hats are tied

ment. These figures not only do| in with the cost-of-living index.’

bargaining table ' throu r|
5 i e not.take into account the serious

trade unions States. (The survey did not|

10. An increase in the minimum‘
wage to $1.25 an hour and an|

zens.” A |

- Reuther rapped the Republi-
can Administration for their
failure to step up to the pro-
blem of deepening and widen-
ing the purchasing power base.

“Everyone knows that the little]

men of big business have taken
over the government in Wash-

ington,” he said. “It is not a

secret that the Republicans are

hell bent on {rying to use the
power of government to advance

the interests of those who have
more than they need at the

expense of the many who have

too little.

“Every policy they have demon-
strated to date indicates they are
applying the same narrow, stupid
economic philosophy of

applied when Hoover and Cal
Coolidge were sitting in the
White House. '

“You can’t built prosperity

from the top down. You have to
build it from the bottom up. You
have to build it by giving millions
and millions of American con-
sumers the purchasing power to
translate human needs into ac-
tual demands in the market place
within the American economy.”

PROGRAM ADOPTED

The program of action to meet

peoples’ needs incorporated in the
resolution adopted by the con-
ference included the
points:

1. Good homes and healthy

neighborhoods for all Americ-n
families through Federal legisla-
tion that would insure the build-

Ing of a minimum of two million
new homes per year.

.as economic -citi-

mend

the|
‘trickle down’ theory that they

following

|extension of coverage to workers
not presently covered.

11. An increase in social secur-
ity to maximum monthly pay-

{ments of $200 a month and add
disability insurance to the pres-

ent provisions.

12. A tax program based on
ability to pay, including increas-
ing the personal exemption to

$1,000 and continuation of the
excess profits tax.

13. A debt moratorium for un-
employed workers.

IKE URGED TO ACT

The resolution also called upon
President Eisenhower to recom-
to the Congress
strengthening of the Employment
Act of 1946 to make it a real
“Full Employment” act and for
the President also to convene as
early as possible a board repre-

sentative conference to draft a
practical worksheet for full em-
ployment and full production.

- The conference also called for
an international program of trade

and aid that would “help Amer-
ica by helping.undeveloped coun-
tries,” strengthen the United

Nations; create a United Nations
fund for economic and social con-

struction to which the United
States would contribute 2 per cent

of our gross national product; set
up through treaties, international
fair labor standards; the

strengthening of the international

solidarity of free labor.
The UAW’s program will be

implemented through a series of

state conferences to mobilize the

membership in the fight for full

employment and full production

for peacetime.

the |

cover Canadian local unions).
SENIORITY WORKERS HIT
The survey showed a peak em-
ployment in 1953 of 1,506,160 in
the plants covered, of which
1,120,246 was civilian and 385,914
was defense employment. As of
October, 1953, total employment

was down to 1,269,399, of which |
945,021 was civilian and 324,378

defense employment. Thus there

has been a decline of 175,225 in

civilian, 61,536 in defense and
236,761 in total employment in

the UAW-CIO plants covered by

the survey.

These are net figures which
would be greater if confined to
‘those plants which have expe-
rienced declines in employ-
ment; 204 of the plants covered
by the survey have experienced
increased employment. ‘

The UAW survey also showed
that of the total number of work-
ers currently laid off. 127,396
are seniority employees. Out of

the 1,578 plants on which reports |

were received, 205 reported work-
ers with 5 or more years senior-
ity laid off. |

REUTHER BLASTS FIGURES

Walter P. Reuther, UAW-CIO|

president commented.
“The seriousness of the un-

60 Union PAC Grade

CHICAGO — December 16 was
graduation day for 60 CIO coun-
selors and UAW stewards from
the 10th Illinois Congressional
District who have been taking
Workmen’s Compensation and

Stewards Training at the PAC|

Congressional Hall,

problem in specific industries,
but, if properly interpreted, show
a far more serious overall pic-
ture than appears on the surface.
“The November estimate of
the Bureau of the Census shows
1,428,000 unemployed, an increase
of 266,000 over October. '
“Furthermore, the civilian
labor force — those employed
plus those looking for work—
was actually lower by 300,000
in November, 1953, than in No-
vember, 1952. Had job oppor-
tunifies been as plentiful this
year as they were last Novem-
ber, the labor force would have
been abeut 700,000 higher rath-
er than 300,000 lower<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>