AUG 27 1964

334 AUBURN AVE. N. E.
ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA

TELEPHONE 524-1378

Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Martin Luther King Jr., President Wyatt Tee Walker, Executive Director
August 22, 1962 o

:

Mr. Walter P. Reuther, President
UAW

8000 East Jefferson Avenue
Detroit 14, Michigan

Dear Mr. Reuther:

This is just a note to express my deep personal appreciation
to you and the UAW for your generous contribution of $2, 000.
I can assure you that this gift will go a long, long way in
helping us carry on the work that stands before us. While
we are working all over the South, our most challenging
center at the moment is Albany, Georgia. We are wor king
to break down the rigid barrier of segregation in that south-
west Georgia community. Along with our work in non-violent
direct action, we are seeking to double the number of Negro
registered voters. This, we feel, will change the present
political climate of that community. So you can see that
your contribution will serve a most worthwhile purpose.

I don't know what we would do without friends like you and
the United Auto Workers. This type of moral and financial
support are of inestimable value for the continuance of our

humble efforts.

With warm personal regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

%/w_/;w' #

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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41 Exchange PIl.-S.E.
Atlanta 3" Ga.
Telephone 524-1378

Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Martin Luther King Jr., President May 25, 1962 Wyatt Tee Walker, Executive Director

Mr. Walter Reuther .

International United Automobile, Aircraft VWorkers
Union (AFL-CIO)

8000 East Jefferson Avenue

Detroit 14, Michigan

Dear Mr. Reuther:

I know how very busy you are, but if you will spare a few moments I am
sure you will agree that a subject of real importance is in this letter.

A crucial turning point has arrived in the South with important implications
for labor and the civil rights movement. The Supreme Court's recent decis-
ion affecting reapportionment of state legislatures, and the new emphasis
on voter registration and greater representation by the Negro community, to-
gether with some limited successeg in the election of lasbor-supported
candidates are the main ingredients in this encouraging new situation.

For some years the SCLC, which I have the pleasure of leading, has initi-
ated and supported various forms of direct action sit-ins, bus boycotts,
freedom rides, mass marches, and so forth. Xach has been successful in

leveling another barrier of segregation. The time has now come for a
utilization of all awakened forces in a full scale assault to aschieve a
major break-through.

This central task we believe to be an effective voting and registration
campaign in key southern states. Ve have already begun this work and re-

sults demonstrate that we can create new balance in southern political
forces.

A larger Negro vote will give courage to southern moderates even more effec-
tively than Federal court decisions. OSimultaneously, it will slow down or

stop the extremists. Beyond the South, long term changes affecting labor
and the nation are inevitable. The new Negro vote is certain to be over-

whelmingly liberal and essentially pro-labor as it has been since Roosevelt.

A large vote will send forth from the South a new breed -- liberal Congress-
men whose alliance with their Northern counterparts will alter the balance

in Congress and end the reign of the Dixiecrat-Northern reactionary alliance.







