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during the month of June. Above he is shown seated with Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr.
-~ (left) and Secretary of Commerce Henry Wallace (center) at the first annual convention of
the American Veterans Committee, which he addressed in Des Moines, Iowa, on June 19.
On June 27 he spoke at the annual convention of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People in Cincinnati, Ohio.

"Buyers’ Strike” and Labor Unit

Urged by Region 9 Education Rally

Delégate_s Favor Third Party

BUFFALO—One hundred and thirty local union leaders,

representing some 25,000 workers in this area, met here iIn a @& = =
lively Educational Conference sponsored by UAW-CIO Region | &

9 on July 1 which called for a buyer’s strike to restore price

of a new political party.

The conference was addressed by
Victor G. Reuther, UAW-CIO Edu-
cational Director; Martin Gerber,
Director of UAW-CIO Region 9;
Francis Downing, Eastern U A W-
CIO Educational Representative;
and Lewis Corey, Associate Pro-
fessor of Economics from Antioch

College.

Edward Gray, Sub-Regional Di-
rector, served as chairman of the
conference. '

ATTACK ON MONOPOLY

Educational Director Reuther
told the conference that the end
of the war did not really bring
peace, because the people still have
to go on fighting against the
monopolistic controls by which big
business is steering us in the direc-
tion of another war.

He said that labor has the re-
sponsibility to work with other
groups at the task of building
democratic controls over econom-
ic resources. Only in this way,
he pointed out, can the common
people design a pattern of gov-
ernment to guarantee them secu-
rity, but at the same time pre-
serve the liberties held dear by
Americans.

Regional Director Martin Ger-
ber made a strong case for indus-
try-wide agreements. He said that
such an agreement covering the
entire auto industry would be a

potent force for the promotion of | _
' Indiana soil by the housing
ecommiftee of UAW-CIO Stude-

industrial peace.

MINORITY OWNERSHIP

Lewis Corey explained how a
minority of corporate stockhold-
ers own and control more than
three-fourths of the basic manu-
facturing resources of this coun-
try. Under this system of minor-
ity ownership and contgel, Corey
said, profits went up 120 per cent
from 1939 to 1945.

He suggested that full employ-
ment could not be achieved un-
til the American people took ae-
tion to replace minority controls
with democratic controls—so that
adequate purchasing power can
be directed into the hands of the
consuming majority, instead of
info profits for a few.

‘and catastrophe.

LOCAL 5 SPEEDS
PLAN TO BUILD

Francis Downing said that civili-

zation is a race between education | |
He stressed the | &8
need for an expanded program of | &S

worker’s education.
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Three basic resolutions were |
adopted by the conference: One on |

political action; one on political

education: and one demanding a |

buyer’s strike.

The resolution on political edu-
cation placed the conference on
record “in full support of the for-

mation of a new political party |

comprising all sections of the la- |

bor movement, the AFL, the CIO,

the Railroad Brotherhoods, the in- |

dependent unions, working farmers,
professional workers,

consumers, |

independent business men and |
members of minority racial and re- |

ligious groups.”

C0-OP HOUSING

SOUTH BEND—Cooperative
homes for workers have been

 getting into politics. We can’t af-|

| ;EE;:iL'I:le‘E!!I'
tion now
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July, 1946

Reviews World Labor Body Plans

R. J. Thomas, UAW-CIO Vice President, returning from a
trip to Mosecow, where he participated as an official CIO repre-

sentative In a meeting of the Executive Committee of the World
Federation of Trade Unions, told o——m"mmmeve—-—---w—-o—vwou--—-—

reporters that the WFTU was still
not satisfied with the degree of rec-
ognition and representation grant-

ed to it by the United Nations.

Thomas said that further strat-
egy for improved relations between

the new world labor body and the

out In Septem-
ber when the
WETU General
Council will
meet in Wash-
ington, D. C.

length on his
reactions to the
Russian way of
life, Thomas in-
sisted that
two-week so-
journ in the So-
viet Union had
not equipped him for the role of|

United Nations would be worked
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R. d. THOS

an ‘“expert” on Soviet affairs, but

he talked freely of what he had]

seen during his visit there.

| VISITS AUTO PLANT
He said that he had made a spe- |

cial trip to the Stalin automotive
plant just outside Moscow, where
he addressed a mass meeting of

he said, was largely a comparison |
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automobile workers. His speech,
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of the difference he observed be-

tween Russian and American pro-
ductive facilities and techniques.

Automotive production in Russia
is devoted largely to the manufac-
ture of trucks at the present time,
because the trucks are badly need-
ed in reconstruction of war devas-
stated areas, he said.

ACTION AGAINST FRANCO

The WFTU talks in Moscow in-
cluded discussion of plans for la-
bor protests against continuance

& | of diplomatic relations with the

Franco regime in Spain, Thomas
said.

French labor, he reported, has
already acted to implement a boy-
commerce between

It was agreed by the WFTU

delegates in Moscow, he said, that

the various labor groups afliliated
with the world labor body would
promote anti-F ran c o demonstra-
tions in their home lands. He said

'that he would take this matter up

with CIO President Philip Murray
very soon.

Thomas was accompanied to Rus-
sia by CIO Secretary-Treasurer
James Carey and Michael Ross, ad-
visor to President Murray on for-
eign affairs.

Reuther to Address
Flint Co-op Meeting

UAW-CIO President Walter P.

sy | Reuther will be the main speaker

at city-wide meeting sponsored by
Association. o f
Flint on Tuesday, July 23, 7:30
p. m., in the 11th floor auditorium

of the CIO Building. The meeting

will seek to coordinate plans for

promoting broad UAW-CIO back-

ing for establishment of a $30,000

e = = 1 | cooperative food store in Flint.

four UAW-CIO leaders shown here. They are, from left to
right: Martin Gerber, Region 9 Director; Edward Gray,

Conference Chairman and Sub-Regional Director; Victor G.

Reuther, International Educational Director, and Francis
Downing, Eastern Educational Representative.

Explanation of UAW-CIO Political Policy

Richard T. Leonard, UAW-CIO Vice President and Political Ac- |
tion Director, believes that the Union membership should give Serious |

thought to current discussions of a third political party. Vice Presi-
dent Leonard’s views on this vital subject are printed below:

Recent events have convinced the
average auto worker that political
action by labor is needed. We still
have a few who question a union's

ford to let them drop by the way-
But the most urgent ques-
is this:
UAW-CIO program, and how do

you go about carrying out that
program?

pulled down out of the clouds|

of dreamland and spiked to
foundations sunk deep in good

baker Local 5.

Plans have advanced to the stage

been secured, and architects re-
tained to design the structural pat-
tern of a project that will contain
at least 500 homes.

In the customary fashion of co-
op housing projects, special atten-
tion is being concentrated on pro-
vision of ample parks, playgrounds,
school areas and space for cooper-

ative business services.

More than $300,000 in capital
has already been raised to finance
the project, J. A. Rightley, a
member of the committee, told
the AUTO WORKER.

"Are we part of the Democratic

| Party? Do we favor a third par-

ty? Will we support the Republi-
can Party? '

Perhaps in your local as in oth-
ers the arguments are preventing
political action. We get political
discussion instead of political ac-
tion. |
That'’s what’s happening in many

UAW locals and UAW towns. We

ty to choose from. We have sev- |
eral. In some states it is practical |

where a 155-acre plot of land has|2re losing our collective bargain-

ing rights in Congress. We are
losing our purchasing power.
have lost our FEPC protection. All
the gains of the last ten years may
slip away from us if we don't start
to put our political strength — a

tential strength—into action.

CHOICE OF PARTY
And we don’t have just one par-

to have a third party now. In
most states it isn’'t. We can run
Democrats in some areas, Repub-

What is the |
' Republican Party. The exceptions |
to this general rule are in New
'York state, where the American

We |

party at this time. Our policy is
to support progressive candidates
in either the Democratic or the

Labor Party (ALP) has been the
balance of the power for about
eight years, and in Minnesota,
where we work with the combined

You've heard all these questions. Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party.

The third party picture is dif-
ferent in New York state from that

in other states. Let’s take Michigan

for example. In Michigan there

Attention:
Correction

Iment has announced that there

was an error in the constitutional
changes reported in the April, 1946,

| Auto Worketr.
strength which is now only a po- |

One section of the report said:

“The constitution was also
changed to prevent a local union
executive officer from holding
more than one office.”

This report is incorrect, and no

such change was adopted at At-
lantic City, the Legal Department

states.

Regional Director Jack Holt has

already joined the co-op and is giv-

ing it whole-hearted support. Pres-

idents of all the large General

Motors UAW-CIO locals have also

joined the co-op and are urging

the members of their locals to get

‘behind the project.

has been a very narrow margin
of difference between the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties. Roo-

‘sevelt won the state in 1944 by

licans in others. If neither of the |Foughly 22,000 votes.

' candidates is any good, we might
' have to run an independent Demo- |
crat or an independent Republican. |
The CIO-PAC opposes a third |

But lost it

to GOP candidate Willkie in 1940
by roughly 7,000 votes.

In New York state the law per-
mitted Roosevelt to run as the can-
didate of both the Democratic and
American Labor Parties, so, the
third party took no votes away
from the Democratic candidate. In

 Michigan, however, the law doesn’t
permit a candidate to run on more

than one . ticket. A third party In
Michigan in 1944 would probably
have lost the state for Roosevelt.

PEPPER’S WARNING

But, as Senator Pepper recently
warned his fellow Democrats, there¢
will inevitably be a third party.

" “If the forces of reaction should
by some mischance be permitted to

capture the Democratic Party; i
the unholy alliance with reaction-
ary Republicans should make the

 Party merely a tail to the Repub-
~ |lican Kkite: if the filibuster and the
The UAW-CIO Legal Depart- |

poll tax are permitted to strangle
the development of the Party’s lib-
eral destiny, then as surely as the
Republican Party once split away
from the Whigs, we shall see the
development by the independent
liberals who now vote Democratic
of their own liberal party — we
shall have forced the creation of

‘a third party.”

We must guard against a pre-
mature third party; that would
play into the hands of our worst
enemies in both parties.
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UAW Leads United Fight Against Inflation

{ —
|  Here’s What’s Happening to
| ‘ Your Wages

A quick spot survey of what’s happened to prices on
some food items since Congress let OPA die, shows what’s
happening to those wage increases we won. Here are the

LOCAL UNIONS DIRECTED TO
ORGANIZE "BUYERS' STRIKE"

This Is Not Hay

BIG GM BOSSES
FINISH NEAR TOP
IN SALARY RACE

The UAW-CIO is mobilizing community forces throughout
the nation for a united fight against inflation. '

The National CIO Executive Board will meet in Washing-
ton July 18 to take action and set policy to meet the problems

Three top-ranking General facts:. _ | created by the surging increase in the cost of living.
Motors executives placed high Present Prices OPA UAW officials have been in elose touch with CIO President
up among the 10 leading con- iiem Dotrets .. e ., oing. | Philly Murray in planning every step of the Auto Workers’
tenders for the dubious honor L SRR R R e e i $1.00 $0.89 $0.67 program to fight inflation. .
of grabbing off the fattest e A N S A 40 .99 .39 President Walter P. Reuther has asked President Murray
salaries paid to any Ameri- L A ¢ L e 52 .39 28 to submit to the Executive Board a proposal for a national
cans in 1945. Sannd SELR el T 80 5 41 |iunited labor 9qnferen.ce of all CIO,_ AFL, Railroad Brother-

GM Executives paced the | 85 60 45 hoods and legitimate independent unions so that these groups
automotive field in the salary : | : : o can work together to fight inflation. '
scrample. Ford had three of- Rib Roast . 09 93 39 A call to action, authorized by the policy eommittee of the
ficials in the $75,000 and over GRUCE Roass ..o oo 44 49 38 || International Union, has been sent to all local unions urging
class. Packard, Hudson and Cattle (per1001bs.) . ________ 22.50 22.50 - 18.00 |}|{them to take the initiative in their own communities to rally
Reo had one each in this class. HOEN (et 300 I8 ol 17.00 15.70 14.50 ||other labor unions, veterans’ organizations, consumer, civic and

church groups around a three-point program.

THREE-POINT PROGRAM

1. Protest demonstrations against inflation in every
community in the nation the afternoon of Tuesday, July 16.

2. Buyers’ strike with every citizen pledging to buy only
his minimum requirements of food and absolute necessities
but nothing else, until Congress re-enacts a Price Control
Act and the danger of inflation is licked.

3. United resistance to rent increases—tenants notified

of rent increases shall continue to pay only the rent estab-
lished by OPA ceilings,

The union’s call to action came as prices on numerous ne-
cessities, particularly food and meat, soared into the stratos-

Charles E. Wilson got
$362,954; Ormond E. Hunt
got $287,745; and Albert
Bradley got $276,019—despite
the copious tears shed by the
GM hierarchy over losses in-
curred in the big strike.

Ten GM brass hats finished
in the 200 grand and over
class noted in U.®S. Treasury

reports.

Out of the entire listing of
593 top dogs in the salary
scramble, 40 GM executives

C hrysler Conference Urges
|New C10 Wage-Price Policy

DETROIT—Delegates to the national UAW-CIO Chrysler
conference have asked the National CIO Executive Board to for-|
mulate a new national wage-price policy to be followed by all

| CIO unions in meeting inflation.
At the same time, the conference recommended to the Inter-

national UAW-CIO Executive Board that the Chrysler Corpora-
tion be notified that wage nego-
tiations will be reopened within
sixty days unless Congress passes

will do so, however, unless the
rise in the cost of living is stopped

were found to be scratching
along on salaries of $75,000

and over.

dead immediately.

“But if the fight is made sim-
ply for higher wages, no one
will win in the end. In an infla-

an OPA law that reestablishes
prices at the June 30, 1946, level.
The conference also recommend-

phere and consumers faced the prospect of shrunken real wages
and dwindling savings unless they acted vigorously and effec-
tively. - :

- Union officers and spokesmen stressed the fact that, re-
gardless of what Congress does with the bill before it, the
fight against inflation is largely up to the consumers them-
selves. Its outcome will be determined by how well we can
mobilize and organize resistance of all consumers to buyving

while prices stay up. (See President’s column, page 4, con-
sumers counsel story, page 5.)

FIGHT AGAINST DEPRESSION
They also eﬁfphasized that inflation, unless it is checked, is

ed joint action by all labor un-
ions, veterans’ organizations, and
| other consumer groups in demand-
ing and enforcing real price con-
| trol. i
{ JOINT STATEMENT o
| President Walter P. Reuther and
UAW Chrysler Director Norman
Matthews issued a statement joint-
ly with the conference’s resolution,
in which they said:
“We don’t want to be forced

tionary spiral, prices and wages
would race each other up the fa-
tal road and over the precipice
into depression. If and when con-"
tracts are reopened, the fight
must be for wage increases with-
out price increases, and must be
waged on a national scale by the
entire CIO. ' s

“The UAW shall present to
the National Executive Board of

Who says GM hasn’t got
ability to pay!

Detroit Local
Unions Back

Price F ight

DETROIT—More than 1500 local
union leaders of all CIO unions in
this area voted complete support

to the program to fight against in-

flation at a meeting called by the

UAW Political Action Department,

to reopen our contract with
Chrysler or with any of the oth-
er automobile manufacturers, be-
cause industry and the American
Congress have broken their sol-
emn compact with the people to

the CIO July 18 the proposal
that all CIO unions shall join in
the fight for wage increases with-
out price increases.

“In the meantime, we must
continue vigorously our fight to
hold prices down and stop infla-
tion.”

merely a prelude to depression.

“The fight against inflation is more than a fight against
higher living costs. It is a fight against depression, against un-
employment, against human insecurity, against the economic
causes of war,”’ President Walter P. Reuther said in the call
to action to local unions.

control the cost of living. We

CONSUMER'S PLEDGE

At mass meetings across the nation on July 16, and in other anti-

inflation meetings, millions of consumers will repeat alowd and in uni- UNITED TWO-FRONT ACTION

son o pledge not to buy more than they need until prices are driven
down and inflation is defeated. Following is the text of the pledge:
among the speakers. . '

The buyers’ strike, resistance tc; THE PLEDGE

rent increases, and nation-wide < e
On My Honor As An American Citizen | Pledge —

demonstrations against inflation
were approved unanimously. | WILL FIGHT HIGHER PRICES.
| WILL NOT PAY HIGHER RENT.

| WILL BUY ONLY WHAT | ABSOLUTELY NEED.

I WILL HOLD ON TO MY MONEY UNTIL PRICES
COME DOWN AGAIN. _ -

| WILL STAND SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH M

NEIGHBORS IN THEIR FIGHT TO DEFEAT IN-

FLATION. '

| WILL NOT SCAB AGAINST MY FELLOW CITIZENS
BY PAYING HIGH PRICES TO PROFITEERS.

the state and county CIO Coun-
cils, and state and county CIO Po- .
litical Action Committees.

President Walter P. Reuther,
Secretary-Treasurer George Addes,
and Vice President Richard T.
Leonard represented the UAW-CIO

““We must stop this mad inflationary drive now before in-
flation destroys our opportunity to build a better tomorrow. We
must fight depression while we still have jobs.

““We must unite our forces in both political and eco-
nomic action. Our answer to speculators and profiteers
should be united economic action, Our answer to those in
Congress who have betrayed the people should be united
political action.

““The people have the power—they must be mobilized to use
their power. That is our job. Let’s go to work!’’

| BUYERS STRIKE

The union’s call to action urges the immediate formation of
community citizens ecommittees to carry out the united fight
against inflation. To implement the buyers strike, these com-
mittees are urged to get consumers to sign pledges stating they
will buy only what they need; to organize shopping commit-
tees to check<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>